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T O T H E 


Right Reverend Father in Gob 

F R A N C / S, 

# * *> 
♦ 1 * »* • , # 

Lord Bilhop of St. A s a p h. 


• »» ) . ! : v- • f !+ •>') 

My L o R D, 4 •• j ; i * 

> . •, . . i ‘ . f J 

F the Convocation had been 

• 

liting, I would have madd 
this Dedication to them, 
and humbly implored of 
them, what, for their Love 
to the Fathers, they would readily 
have granted, a Recommendation of 
thefe my ‘ Difcourfes on Miracles to the 
Clergy : But being unhappily dilap- 
pointed of a Sellion of that Reverend 
and Learned Body, for whofe wile De- 
bates and orthodox \ otes I hive tuch a 
• ” A * Veneration, 




ijf The Dedication. 

Veneration, as is not to be exprefs’d 
in a few; Words, I prefently turn’d my 
Thoughts on your hordjhiy, to whom 
a ‘Dedication is due, becaufe of your Re- 
fpeft, often declared, for the Authori- 
ty of the Fathers, which induces me 
to think, you now approve of the Ufe 
I have made of them. 

But what I am here to applaud your 
Lordfiip for, is, • your j)ifcourfe call’d 
‘ Difficulties and ‘Difconragements , &c. 
That admirable Satire againft modern 
Orthodoxy and Perfecution ! How was 
I tickled in the Perufal of it /. It is 
plainly the Senfeof your Soul, -or you 
had let your Name to it jAnd if the! 
Temptation of Praife for ft, had not 
been too great to be refill td, I could 
have wifh d you had always conceal’d 
your felfj and then you had not writ- 
ten againft the Grain, anaukward Piece 
on Church Tower, like a Retractation, 
to reingratiate your felf with fome Ec- 
ciefiaftical Noodles whom you no more, 
than 1, need to care for* 

I have fometimes wondered, 'My 
Lndy where and when the Great Mr. 

Grounds 


Bgitize 



The Dedication . \y 

Grounds imbibed his notable Notions 
about Religion and Liberty ; for hd 
fuck’d them not in with his Mothers 
Milk, who, I fuppofe, train'd him up 
in the Belief of Chriftianity ; But wheq,' 
I confider d, that he was once the Tupit 
of Mr. Hare at Cambridge , my wonder 
ceas’d. Under your Lordfiif s TuL 
tion, it feems he laid the Foundation: 
of his diftinguilh’d Learning and Opi- 
nions! His Pupillage will be your im- 
mortal Honour! ,1 wonder, none of the 
Writers againft him have as yet cele- 
brated your Praife for it ! How does he 
imitate and rcfemble his Tutor in Princi- 
ples . f 1 can’t fay, he furpa fifes you, fince 
there is fuch a Freedonxof Thought and 
Exprefifion in your Difficulties , &c. fio 
ftrongly favouring of Infid — ty, that 
he has not as yet equal I’d. 

Upon your Lordfbif s Advacement 
to a Bifhoprick, Difficulty s and Dtfc ou - 
ragements not withftanding, I wifh’d, 
without prefcribing to the Wifdom of 
the Government in the choice of a 
learned Prelate, that the great Mr. 
Grounds , for the good of the Church 
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too, might be Toon confecrated 'i And 
I fhould not have defpair’d of it, but 
that he’s a Gentleman of real Probity- 
and Confcience, and might poffibly 
boggle at Subfcriptions, unleis you and : 
Bifhop Hoadly could help him to fome* 
of your Referves and ‘Diflmftions^ 
wherewith you muft be both well 
Stock’d, ‘to overcome that Difficulty.; 
And’why fhould not Dean Swift for his 
Writings, as well as fome others, be 
made a Biihop? I lho.uld like to fee 
him one ; if the then Right Reverend 
Bifhop Grounds would not think him, 
for his Tale of a Tub, too Ibofe in the 
Faith, for his Company/; o i 1 
> Don’t imagine, My Lord, that I am , 
forming of Schemes for my delf to -be a 
Bifhop. Tho thefe my ‘ Difcourfes on 
Miracles are of very * great Merit, as 
well as your Lord fhi p’s Difficulties, &c. 
yet you may be allured, lhavenofuch 
View, when I tell you, that the Ho- 
nour, the Fathers have exalted me to, 
of a Moderator in this Controverfy, 
fets me above all Ecclefiaftical Prefer- 
ment, excepting the AtchTi/hofn.ch of 

Canterbury, 
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Canterbury , which Fm afraid will be void, 
before the King is apprifed of my fingu- 
4ar Worth and Qualifications for it., n r 
X' But however, if fuch excellent Pj& 
lates , as Grounds:, Hoadly, ’Swift, Hare 
and my j elf yet e at the Head of Eccle- 
(iaftical AfEkitspywhab would we do ? 
What (hould .we:rtot do ? What would 
not this free- thinking Age expeft from 
us? Nothing lefs, than that, according 
to our Principles, we fhould endeavour 
to fet Mankind at perfect: Liberty, and 
to lay open ri the dirty Fences of the 
Church, call’d Sublcriptions, which are 
not only the Stain of a good Confidence, 
but the Difcouragements , your Lord/hip 
hints at, in the Study of the Scriptures; 
And if we made a Pulh for an A& of 
P — to turn the Clergy to Grafs, af- 
ter King Henry Vllltns Monks and 
Fryars ; where would be the Harm of 
it ? Nay the Advantage to the Publick, 
as well as to Religion, would be great, 
if their Revenues were apply ’d to the 
* Payment of National Debts; with a 
Referve to our felves (remember, My 
Lord ) of large Emoluments out of them, 

. , ‘according 
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The Dedication . 

according to our great Merits 5 other- 
wife worldly-wife Men will repute us 
imnolitick Fools, which you and Bifhop 
ftoadly, I humbly prefume, will never 
endure the Reproach of. 

, So hoping your Lordfhip will accept 
of this Dedication to your Praife, in as 
niuch Sincerity as it is written, I fub- 
fcribe myfelf^ \ . ^ 


• i 


My X 0 R. D, • 

London, May 14. ' t 

'J7 2? - The Admirer of your 


‘Difficulty s and 
J)ifcouragementSy : 


* •• • i ' 


T * 




Tho. Woolfton. 
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A FOURTH - 


DISCOURSE 

ON THE 

• • • V • . ' * 

MIRACLES 

■■ v r 

OF O U R 

SAVIOUR, See. 

O W for a fourth Difeourfe 
on Jefus\ s Miracle?, which, 
as b fore, I begin with a 
Repetition of the three ge- 
neral Heads, at fir ft propc- 


they are. 


fed to be treated on •, and 


w * ' r \ « , , 

I. To (bow, that the Miracles of heal- 
ing all manner of bodily Difeafe?, which 

■ r ; B / 4 J e f us 
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j jgfus wax famed for, are none of the pro- 
per Miracles of the Mejjiah j neither are 
they fo much as a good Proof of hfe di- 
vine Authority to found a Religion. 

II. To prove that the literal Hiftory of 
many of the' Miracles of Jefus , as record- 
ed by the Evangelijls , does imply Abfur- 
dities, Improbabilities and Incredibilities j 
confequently they, either in the whole 
or in part, were never wrought, as it is 
commonly believed npw a-days, but are 
only related as prophetical and parabolical 
Narratives, of what would be myfterioufly, 
and more wonderfully done by him. 

III. To cohfider what Jefus means, 
when he appeals to his Miracles, as to a 
Testimony and * Witnefs of his divine 
Powers and to fhow that he could .not 
properly and ultimately refer to thofe he 
then wrought in the Flejh, but to the my- 
Hical ones, he would do in the Spirit ■, of 
which thofe wrought in the Flem are but; 
mere Types and Shadows. 

, * * 

I am upon the fecond of thefe Heads, 
and accoiding to it, have, in my former 
Difcourfes , taken into examination eight - 
ot the Miracles of Jefus, viz. thofe; 
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1. Of his driving the Buyers and Sel- 
lers out of the Temple. 

2. Of his exorcifing the Devils out of 
the Mad-men, and fending' them into the 

• Herd of Swine. . 

3. Of his Transfiguration on the Mount. 

4. Of his healing a Woman that had 
an lifue of Blood, twelve Years. 

5. Of his curing a Woman that had a 
Spirit, of Infirmity, eighteen Years. 

6 . Of his telling the Samaritan Woman, 
her fortune of having had five Husbands, 
and being then an Adulterefs with another 
Man. 

- 7. Of his curling the Fig-tree for not ' * 
bearing Fruit out of feafon. And, 

8. Of his healing a Man of an Infirmity 
at the Pool of Bethefda . 

Whether it be not manifeft, that the 
Literal and Evangelical Story of thefe 
Miracles, from what I have argu’d and rea- 
son’d upon them, does not conlill of Ab- 
furdities, Improbabilities, and Incredibi- 
lities, according to the Propofition before 
us, let my Readers judge } and fo I come to 
the Confederation of 

9. A ninth Miracle of Jefus , viz. that 
{1) of his giving fight to a Man who was 

(ij) John ix. 

B 2 ‘ born 
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born blind, by the means of Eye-falve, 
made of Dirt and Spittle. 

Blindnefs, as far as one may gnefs by 
the Evangelical Hiftory, wa3 the Diftem- 
per that Jefus frequently exercis’d his 
Power on : And there is no doubt to be 
made, but he heal’d many, of one VVeak- 
nefs, Defeft and Imperfection, or other in 
t’heir Eyes j but whether he wrought any 
Miracle upon any, he is fuppofed to have 
cured, is uncertain. There are, as it’s no- 
torious, many kinds of Blindnefs, ■ that are 
incurable by Art or Nature j and there are 
other kinds of it, that Nature and Art 
will relieve a Man in. But whether Jefus 
ufed his healing Power againft the former, 
as well as the latter fort of Blindnefs, is 
more than can be affirm’d, or at lead proved 
by our Divines. And unlefs we knew of 
a certainty, that the fore or blind Eyes, 
Jefus cured, were abfulutely out of the 
reach of Art and Nature ; 'Infidels will 
imagine, and fuggefi, that he was only 
Mader of a good Ointment for fore Eyes, 
and being fuccefsful in the ufe of it, igno- 
rant People would needs think, he wrought 
Miracles. / ; 

The World is often blefs’d with excel- 
lent Ocnlifis , who thro’ Study and Prac- 
tice have attain’d to wonderful Skill in 
Eye- Maladies, which, tho they are of va- 
rious 
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rious forts, yet, by Cuftom of Speech, 
all pafs under the general Name of Blind • ' 
■nefs. And fometimes we hear of famous. 
Cbance-DoBors , like Jefus, who by a Gift 
of God, Nature, or fortune, without any 
Skill in the Stru&ure of the Eyes, have 
been very fuccefsful in the Cure of one 
Diftemper or other incident to them : Such 
was Sir William Read , who, tho no Scho- 
lar, nor of acquir’d Abilities in Phyfick and 
Surgery , yet cured his Thoufands of fore 
or blind Eyes ^ and many of them too to 
the furprife and aftoniffiment of profefs’d 
Surgeons and Pbyficians. Whether He, or 
Jefus, cured the greater number of blind- 
nefs may be queftion’d. To pleafe our 
Divines , it (hall be granted that Jefus cu- 
red the greater Numbers ; but that he cu- 
red worfe or more difficult Diftempers in 
the Eyes, can’t be proved. Sir William 
indeed met with many Cafes of blind and 
fore Eyes, that were out of the reach of 
his Power ; and fo did Jefus too, or he had 
never let great Multitudes of the blind, and 
otherwife diftemper’d People, go unheal’d 
by him. Our Divines will here fay, that 
, it was never want of Power in Jefus , but 
want of Faith in the difeafed, if he did 
not heal them ; but in other Surgeons and 
Pbyficians , it is confefledly their own In- 
fufficiency : To which I have only this 

Anfwer, 
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Anfwcr, that our Phyfcians and Surgeons 
are to be commended for their Ingenuity, 
to impute it to their own Defeat of Power, 
and not to lay the Blame upon their Pa- 
tients, when they can’t cure them : And 
it is lucky for us Chriftians, that we have 
this Salvo for the Credit of Jefus ' s mi- 
raCuloufly healing Power, that it was not 
fit, he fliould exert it againft Unbelief; 
otherwife, reafonably fpeaking, He, with 
Sir William Read , Greatrex , Vefpafian t 
our former Kings of England , and Seventh- 
Sons , muff have pafs’d but for a Chance- 
Dofior. , 

•But to come to the particular Confidera- 
tion of the Miracle before us. Jefus re- 
ftored, it feems, a blind Man to his Eye- 
fight, by the ufe of a peculiar Ointment, 
and wafhing of his Eyes, as directed, in 
the Pool of Siloam. Where lies the Mi- 
racle } I can’t fee it ; but hope our Di- 
vines will take their opportunity to point 
it out to me. .Our Surgeons with their 
Ointments and Wafhings can cure fore 
and blind Eyes of one fort or other ; and 
Jefus did no more here ; and yet he muft 
be reckon’d a Worker of Miracles; and they, 
but artificial Operators : where’s the Senfe 
and Reafon of this difference between 
them > If Mr. Moor, the Apothecary, for 
the notable Cures he performs by the 

means 



means of his Medicines, fhould write him- 
felf, and be accounted by his Admirers, a 
Miracle-worker , he and they would be 
but laugh’d at for it : And yet Jefus for 
his curing the fore Eyes of a poor Man 
with an Ointment, rauft be had in ve- 
neration for a divine and miraculous Ope- 
rator, as much "as if by the breath of his 
Mouth, he had removed an huge Moun- 
/ tain ! 

A Miracle, if I miftake not the Notion 
of our Divines about it, is a fupernaturai 
Event, or a Work out of the Power of Na - 
ture or Art to effect. And when it is fpo- 
• ken of the Cure of a difeafe, as of Blind- 
nefs or Lamenefs, it ought to be fo repre- 
fented, as that skillful and experienced Sur- 
geons and Pbyficians , who can do ftrange 
and furprizing Cures by Art, may give it 
upon their Judgment, that’ no Skill of * 
Man could reach that Operation j but that 
it ought to pafs for the W ork of a divine 
and almighty Hand . and Power: But 
there is no fuch care taken in the De- 
fcription of any of the Difeafes, which 
Jefus cured ; much lefs of this before us^ 

^ .againft the miraculoufnefs of which, con- 
fequently, there are thefc two Exceptions 
to be made : 

Fir(l , That we know nothing of the 
Nature of this poor Man’s Blindnefsj nor 

whac 
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what was the defeft of his Eyes ^ nor whe- 
ther it was curable by Art or not: With- 
out which Knowledge, it is impoffible and 
unreafonable to after t, that there was a 
Miracle wrought in the Cure of him. If 
his blindnefs or weaknefs of Eye-fight 
was cdrable by human means, and Jefus 
did ufe thofe means there’s an end of the 
Miracle. If the Evangelifl had given us 
an accurate Defcrlption of the Condition 
of this Man’s Eyes before Cure, we could 
have judg’d better : But this is their con- 
ftant^ negled in all the Diftcmpers Jefus 
heal’*d, and is enough to induce us to doubt 
of his miraculous Power. There are, as I 
have faid, fome forts of lore or blind Eyes 
curable by Art, as Experience doesteftify^ 
and there are others incurable, as Phyfi- 
cians and Patients do lament. Of which 
• fort this Man’s was, we know not. The 
word that we know of his Cafe, is, that 
he was blind from his Birth, or Infancy, 
which might be^ and yet Time, Nature 
and Art, may give relief to him. As a 
' • Man advances in Years, the difeafes 'of 
Childhood and Youth wear off. Whit we 
call the Kings-Evil , or an Inflammation in 
the Eyes, in time will abate of its Malig- 
nity. Nature will not only by degree^ 
■work the Cure it-felf, but the feafonable 
help of a good Oculijt will .foon expedite 
*. • ’ . it 
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it, tho in time of infancy he could be of 
no ufe. And who knows but this might 
be the Cafe of this biind Man, whofe 
Cure Jefus by his Art did only haften 
and help forward. However, there are 
Grounds enough to fufped, that it was* 
not divine Power which heal’d this Man, 
or Jefus had never prepared and order’d 
an Ointment and Wajb for him. 

Should our Divine* fuppofe or de- 
fcribe, for the Evangelift , a date of 
Blindnefs in this Man, incurable by Art} 
that would’ be begging the Queftion, 
which no Unbeliever will grant. But- 
to pleafe them, I will yield, without 
Enquiry into the Nature of this Man’s 
Blindnefs, that, if Jefus had ufed no 
Medicines } if with only a word of his 
Mouth he had cured the Man* and he 
had inftantaneoully recover’d, as the Word 
was fpoken } here would have been a 
real and great. Miracle, let the Blindnefs 
or Imperfection of the^ Man’s Sight be- 
fore, be of what kind or degree foever. 
But Jefiis\ ufe of Walkings and Ointr 
men ts, abfolutely fpoils and deftroys the 
Credit of the Miracle, and we ought ‘ 
by no means to aferibe that to the im- 
mediate Hand and Power of God, which 
Medicines and Balfams are apply’d to the 
Effect of. And this brings me to the ■ 

C Second 
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Second Exception againfl the miracu- 
loufnefs of the Cure of this blind Man, 
which is, that Jefus ufed human means 
for the Cure of him which means, 
whether they were at all proper and ef- 
fectual in themfelves, do affect the Credit 
of the Miracle, and give occafion of fuf- 
picion, that it was art and not divine 
Power that heal’d him, or Jefus , for 
his Honour, had never had recourfe to 
the ufe of them. -And what where thofe 
Means, or that Medicine, which Jefus 
made ufe of > Why, M He fpit upon the 
“ Ground, and made a Balfam of Dirt 
“ and Spittle, and anointed the poor 

Man’s Eyes with it, and he recover’d.’* 

A ftrange and odd fort of an Ointment, 
that 1 believe was never ufed before, nor 
fince, for fore and blind Eyes ! I am 
not Student enough in Vhyfitk and 6'«r- 
gery to account for the natural and ra^ ' 
tional ufe of this Balfam \ but with that 
skilful Profelfors.of thofe Sciences would , 
help me out at this difficulty. If they 
could rationally account for the ufe of 
this Eye-falve, tho it was by fuppofing, 
that Jefus imperceptibly had in his Mouth 
a proper unffuous and balfamick Sub- 
/ {lance, which he diffulv’d into Spittle, 
they would do great fervice to a certain 
- Guufe 5 and 1 wonder none of them, 

whether 
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whether well or ill affected to Religion, 
have as yet bent their Thoughts to it. 

In the Praftice of Pbyfick and Surgery v 
there are fometimes very odd and un- 
accountable Medicaments made ufe of; 
and now-and-then very whimfical and 
feemingly ridiculous ones, by old Women, 
to good Purpofe: But none of them are 
to be compared to JeJus * s Bilfatn for 
fore Eyes. I have heard of a merry 
Mounteba?ik of Diftinction, whofe ca- 
tholick Medicine was Ha fly- Pudding, 
whicn indeed is a notable Remedy againtl 
the Efnriency of the Stomach, that the 
Poor often labour under. But Jtfus * s 
Eye-Salve, for abfurdity, whim, and in- 
congruity, was never equall’d, either in 
jeft or in earned, by any Quack-Dottor . 
Whether Infidels think of this Ointment 
of the Holy Jefus with a finile^ or re- 
flect on it with difdain, I can’t guefs. 
As to myfelf, 1 fhauld think with St. 
Chryfofiom ( 2 ), that this Eye- Salve of Je- 
fus would fooner put a Man’s Eyes out, 
than redore a blind one to his Sight. And 
I believe that our Divines, for the Cre- 
dit of* the Miracle, and our Surgeons , 
for the Honour of their Sciepce, will 

( 2) Quid Lutum illinere opprtet ? hoc potius caecum 
reddere, quis unquam hoc pa&o curatus eit? In Loc. 
Jobtn. 

C 2 ( agree, 
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agree, that it could not be naturally ope- 
rative ahd effective of the Cure of the 
blind Man. . : ■ < 

What then was the Reafon of Jefus's 
ufmg this ftrange Eye-Salve, when, for 
the lake of the Miracle, and for the ho- 
nour of his own Power, he fhould have 
cured the Man with a word fpeaking? 

This is a Qjaeftion and Objcdicn in St. 

Cyril (3) againft Minillcrs of the Letter, 
who are obliged to give an Anfwer to it, 
that will confifl with the Wifdom and 
Power of Jefus, otherwife they muft 
give up the Miracle, or make" him a • 
vain, infigniticant and trifling Agent. St. 

Cyril, of whofe . mind 1 am, fays (4) that 
the Reafon of the ufe of this Balfatn 
' made of Dirt and Spittle is to he fetch’d 
from the Myffery. But, in as much as 
our Divines will never agree to that, 
which would be of ill Confequence to 
their Miniftry, they muff give a good 
Reafon of their own, which I defpair of 
feeing; that will comport with the Let- 
ter. 

/3) Qua™ db eaufam dicet aliquis, cum omnia folo 
Verbo pr<cftare poflit, r.ulloque negotio, Lutum quidem 
fputo mace rat ? In Loc. Jokan. 

(4) Sed Rationem quandam myflicam liabet Vis Rci 
iftiiis de fputo. Ibid. 

■ * J 

St. 
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St. Irentus too, fays (5), that the Clay 
and Spittle was of no fervice to the Cure 
of the blind Man •, and yet Jefus did 
not ufe it in vain. Is not this an Incon- 
fiftency? How will our Divines adjufl: 
it > With Iren&us , I am fure they’ll not 
myftically folve the Difficulty *, therefore 
if they don’t provide another Solution 
of it to fatisfaftion, either their Miniftry 
of the Letter, or the Reputation of Je - 
fus, and this Miracle, muft fuffer for 
it. 

I am puzzled to v think, how our 
Divines will extricate themfelves out of 
this Strait, and account for the ufe of 
this Eye- Stive, without any Diminution 
of the Miracle. Surely, they will not 
fay that ' Jefus ufed this fenflefs and in- 
(ignificant Ointment to put a Slur npon 
the Practice of Phyfick and Surgery , as if 
other Medicines were of no more avail 
than his Dirt and Spittle. They have 
more wit than to fay fo *, lea ft it- in- 
cenfe a noble and moft ufeful Profeffion, 
not fo much againft themfelves, as a- 
gainft Jefus, and provoke them to a 

(<>) Ei autem qui caecus fuerat a Nativitate, jam non 
per fcrmonem fed per operationem prxftitit vifuni ; 
non vane, neqne prout evenit, ‘hoc facienj, fed ut oftendc- 
ret manum Dei, cam qux ab initio plalmayit Hominem, 
£ 5 V Contra Ha’ref, L. v. c. 15. 

nicer 
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nicer and ftridter Enquiry than I can 
make into his Miracles, the Difeafes he 
cured, and his manner of Operation } 
and to infer from thence, that he could 
be no miraculous Healer of Difeafes who 
ufed Medicines •, nor his Evangelists m- 
thodox at Theology, who were fo inex- 
pert at Anatomy and the Defcription of 
bodily Diftempers. This might be of bad 
Confequence to Religion : And yet I 
wonder that none of them, who may be 
fuppofed a little difaffe&ed to Chriftianity, 
have taken the Hint from this pretended 
Miracle before us, and fome others, to 
endeavour at a Proof of Jefus 1 s being little 
better than a Quack-Dottor. 

If I was, what I am not, an Infidel , 
I fhould think, from the Letter of this 
Story, that Jefus was a juggling Impof- 
tor , who would pafs for a miraculous 
Healer of Difeafes, tho he ufed under- 
hand, proper Medicines. The Clay and 
the Spittle he made an open fhow of, as 
what, to Admiration, he would cure the 
blind Man with •, but in referve he had 
a more fanative Balfam, that he fubtilly 
flip’t in the room of the Clay, and re- 
peatedly to good purpofe anointed the 
Man’s Eyes with it. But as the Autho- 
rity of the Fathers, and their myftical 
Interpretation of this Story, is alone my 
. . ’ - fafe- 


' 
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Safe-guard againft fuch an ill opinion of 
Jefus j fo 1 would now gladly know up- 
on what Bottom the Faith of our Divines 
can (land, as’ to this Miracle, and Jefus' s 
divine Power in it. 

-•> 1 have perufed fotne of our Commen- 
tators on the Place, and don’t perceive 
that they hefitate at this ftrange Eye- 
Salve ^ nor make any Queftions about 
the pertinent or impertinent Ufe of it. 
Whether it is, that they fleep over the 
Story, or are aware of greater Difficultys 
in it, than can be eafily furmounted, and 
therefore dare not touch on’t, I know 
not. But now that we enjoy Liberty 
of Debate, which will make us Philo- 
fophers, and 1 have taken the Freedom 
to make a’ ftrider Scrutiny than ordinary 
into J efus' s Miracles, and to conlider what 
Abfurditys, their Storys, and this in par- 
ticular, are clog’d with } it is incumbent 
on our Divines to anfwer folidly thefe 
'Queftions, What was the Reafon 

of Jefus's Ufe of this Eye-Salve made 
of Clay and Spittle ? Whether, if it was 
of fervice to the Cure of the blind Man, 
it does not deftroy the.Miracle? And if 
it had no Effed in the Cure of him, 
whether Jefus was not a vain and trifling 
Operator, making ufe of infignificant and 
impertinent Medicines to the Diminution 

of 
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of his divine Power? Thefe QueftioriS 
are not ludicrous, but calm and fedate 
Reafoning, which Bijhop Smalbroke (6) 
does not difapprove of. Therefore a grave, 
rational, and fubftantial Anfwer is expec- 
ted to them, fuch as will be a Vindi- 
cation of the Wifdom and Power of 
Jefus. without any Diminution of the 
Miracle. 

Should our Divvies fay, that this 
Matter was an Ad of unfearchable Wif- 
dom, and muft be left to the Will of 
our Saviour, and not curioufly pry’d 
into, any more than fome other Dif- 
penfations of Providence, that are paft 
finding out: This Anfwer, which I be- 
lieve to be the beft, that can be given, 
will not do here. The Miracles of Je - 
fus are, as our Divines own, Appeals 
to our Reafon and Senfes for his Autho- 
rity ^ and by our Reafon and Senfes they 
are to be try’d, condemn’d or approved 
of. If they will not abide the Teft of 
Reafon and Senfe, they are to be rejec- 
ted, and Jefus’s Authority along with 
them. Therefore a more clofe, pertinent 
and ferious Anf\yer. is to be given to the 
faid Queftions^ which as 1 believe to 

(6) See his Sermon before the Society s fcr Reformation, 
P- 12. . ._ . .. 

be 
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be impofiible, confidently with the Let- 
ter; fo our Divines muft of Neccflity go 
along with me to the Fathers for a myf- 
tical and allegorical Interpretation of the 
Story of this Eye-Salve; or the Miracle 
will fall to the Ground and Jefus’s 
divine Power be in great danger with 
it. 

St. Cyril, (who is one of Bifhop Smal- 
broke's Greek Commentators, that (hould 
ftri&ly adhere to the Letter) fignifies, 
as I before obferv’d, that Jefus? s Ufe of 
this Clay and Spittle would be an Ab- 
furdity, if it was not to be accounted for, 
from the Myftery. 

Eufebins Gallic anus, treating on this 
Miracle, fays (7) ; “ that our Saviour 
(i apparently manifefts that his Miracles 
*« are of a fpiritual and myftical Signifi- 
“ cation, becaufe in the Work of them, „ 

“ he does fomewhat or other, that lite- 
“ rally has no Senfe nor Reafon in it. 

« As for Inftance, in the Cure of this 
“ blind Man, what occalion was there 

(D Tpfe Salvator nofter apertiflime oftendit, quod 
ejus Miracula aliquid fignificent ; dum ea faciendo, ali- 
quid agit, quod Ratione carere videatur. Nifi enim 
aliquid (ignificaret*, quid neceflarium fuit, in hujus caret 
Illuminatione, ut Lutum faccret, quo oculos ejui lini- 
ret, cui folum dicere fufficiens erat Quiramus igitur 
fignificationem, & vidcamus quid cxcus iftc fignificct. 

In Himil. quarta poft quart am Dominhatn. 

D “ for v 

> • 
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“ for Clay and Spittle to anoint his Eyes, 
if it was not of a myftical meaning, 
u when with a Word of his Mouth, 
“ Jefus could have cured him> Let us 
“ then fet afide the Letter of the Story, 
“ and fearch for the Myftery, and con- 
“ fider who is meant by this blind 
« Man, &c 

Qrigen too, upon occafion of this 
Miracle, and its Abfurdity according to 
the Letter, fays (8)*, “ that whatever 
“ Jefus did iu the Flelh was but a Type 
and Figure of what he would do in 
“ Spirit, as is apparent from the Miracle 
“ of his curing a blind Man, which no- 
“ body knows why it was fo done, if 
“ it be not to be tmdcrftood of a myf- 
“ tical Ointment to open the Eyes of the 
blind in Under flan ding.” 

And who then is this blind Man myf- 
tically ? St. Augujlm (9), St. Jerome (109, 

. . .. ' •• i ■» * 

Similitudp erat& Typus futurorum unumquodque 
quod faciebat in Corpore ; Veluti ntfcio quis a Nativitate 
t.vcus Vifum recuperavit. Vere autem cxcus iftc erat a 
Nativitate Gentilium Populus, cui Salvator reddidit Vi- 
font. Saliva lua urgens pculosejus & mittens ad Siloam t 
quod interpretatur milTus, mittebat quippe illos quos 
ipiritil unxit ad Apoflolos. In Jfai. c. vi. 

is) Genus humanum eii ifle catcus. In Lee . Joban. 

. Op) Gicus huqianqin Genus lignificat. In Cctn. 

Euf Wins 
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Eufebius Gallic anus , (n) St. Thiophihls 
of Antioch (12), Origen (13), St. Cyril of 
Alexandria (14), and St . Theophylacl (15), 
(Four of them, Bijhop Smalbroke’s Greek 
' and literal Commentators !) fay, this blind 
Man, is a Type of Mankind of all Nations 
who in the Perfe&ion of Time fignified 
by the Sabbath (16) in the Story, is to - 
be cured of this Blmdnefs in Underftand- 
ing. \ ) - v. v - ; / 

And what is Mankind’s Blindnefs here 
fignified? St. Auguflin(i'j') t St. Cyril (18) 
and St. ThyophylaEi (19), fay, it is Igno- 
rance, Error and Infidelity, or the want 
of the intellectual Sight and Knowledge of 

(11) Carcus ifte. a Nativitate, Genus humanum efle 
VIdetur a primohoniine. — Hac enim eacitasnon Corporis 
fed Anims tft. In Loc. fupra Jaudat. 

(12) Percxcum naturaliter non ridentem & Mamina, 
turn fignificat Genus humanum. In Loc. Johan. 

(13) Vere autem cxcus ifte erat a Nativitatc Gentiliuin 
Populus. In lfai. c. Vi. 

(i\) Cxci hujus Curationem in figuram & tvpum vo- 
cationis Gentium accepimus- In Loc. Johan. 

Intellige hoc Miraculum fpiritualiter. Nam cx* 
cus quidem erat omnishomoa Nativitate, id eft, ab Ini- 
tio Mundi. In Loc Johan. ' 

fig) In Sabbato eft figura ultimi Temporis. St.Cjril 
in Loc. Johan. 

(17) Cacitas eft Infidelitas. In Loc. 

(iS) Cxcus qui deftituitur divino Lumine. Dc Aiorat. 

P- + I 4* 

(19) Cxcas qui fedet in tenebris omnis Ignorantix, & v 
non potuit videre Conditorem Mundi. In Loc. Johan. 

D 2 CJod 
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God and his Providence. Origen (20)* 
Sr. John of Jerusalem (2 1), and St Theo- 
phylaft (22), (Still Bijbop Smalbrokfs li- 
teral and Greek Commentators !) tell us 
the Reafon of this fpiritual Blindnefs of 
Mankind, and that is, becaufe they adhere 
to the Letter of the Scriptures. 

And how will Jefus , or right Rea- 
fon and Truth , which are his myftical 
Names, cure Mankind of this his fpiritual 
Blindnefs? By his myftical Spittle tem- 
per’d with myftical Dirt . And how fhall 
we do to underftand this myftical Oint- 
ment, fo as to make it a proper Medi- 
cine for Mankind’s fpiritual Blindnefs? 
St. Theophtlus of Antioch (23)* has an 
allegorical Interpretation of this Clay and 
Spittle of our Lord •, but as it is hard to 
apprehend his meaning, I (hall not here 
infill on it. Origen fays (24), that the 
anointing of the blind Man’s Eyes with 

\ • . ■ 

(20) Litteram Legis fcquentes, in Errores, Superfti- 
tiones & Infidelitatem iucurrilnt. In Matt. TYail. xxvi. 

(21) Cxcus ifte eft cxcus in Litera, & hoc ftatu Sanari 
ron poteft. In Marc. c. viii. 

(22) Caeci qui imperiti Scripturarum. In Loc. Johan. 

(23) Lutum vero fafiura de Saliva oris Domini, ac 
pofitum fuper oculos cxci, ftgnificat hie quod naturae dec- 
rat, opere fuoimplere Figulum. In Loc. Johan. 

<24) Saliva fua ungens Oculos exei & mittens ad 
Silnim quod interpretatur Mijfus, mittebat quippe illos, 
quos fpiritu unxit, 8cc. In Ifai. c. vi. 

. Spittle 


s 
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Spittle, is to be underftood of the Unc^ 
tion of the Spirit of Cjhrift. But this 
does not give us rightly to underftand 
the Metaphor and Figure. Sr. John of 
Jerufalent fays, that by the Clap and Spit- 
tle is meant (25) perfect DoElrine , which 
in Truth may open the Eyes of Mens 
Underftand ing : But what is perfect Doc- 
trine ? Why, to help the Fathers out here, 
without departing from their Opinions, 
•by the Spittle of Jefus muft be under- 
ftood the Water of the Spirit inftill’d into 
the Earth of the Letter of the Scriptures, 
which temper’d together, does, in the 
Judgment of them all, make perfeEl Doc- 
trine to the opening of the Eyes of our 
Underftanding in the Knowledge of the 
Providence of God of* all Ages ^ which si 
Knowledge, Light, Sight, or Illumination, 
Mankind has hitherto wanted. 

‘ St. Irenaus (2 6 ), gives an excellent and 

myftical Reafon, by himfelf, for the ufe 

»■ . ■ - . . . ’ . . 

(25) Saliva eft perfe&a Do&rina. I* Marc, c.viii. 

(26) Ei autem qui carcus fuerat a Nativitate, jamnon 
per fermonem fed per operationem prajftitit Vifum ; 
non vane neque prout evenit hoc faciens, fed ut oftende- 
rec manum Dei, earn que ab Initio plafmavit hominem. 
Quapropter expuit in Terram, & fecit Lutum, & fuper- 
linivit illud Oculis, oftendens antiquam Plaftnationem, 
quemadmodum fafta eft, & manum Dei manifeftans 
his qui intelligere poffunt, per quam e Limo plafmatus 
eft homo, Cm. Harefts. L.y, c. 15. 

' - ' Of 
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of this Ointment of Clay and Spittle, td 
the Cure of this blind Man, which 1 (hall 
not (lay to illuftrate, but only have cited 
it for the. Meditation of- the Learned and 
Curious. f ; 

The Story of the blind Man, as St. 
John has related it, is long, and would 
take up more time, than I have to fpare 
at prefent, to go thro’ all the Parts of 
it. What 1 have done at prefent is enough 
to awaken others to the Confideration, 
not only of the Abfurdities of the Letter, 
but of the myftical Interpretation of the 
reft. 

The Miracle, which conlifted laterally 
in the Cure of a blind Man by the ufe 
of an Ointment made of Dirt and Spittle , 
is abfurd, fenflefs and- unaccountable *, but 
in the Myftery, there is Wifdom and Rea* 
fon. And the Cure of Mankind of the 
Blindnefs of his Underftanding, by the 
Spirit's being temper’d with the Letter of 
the Scriptures, which is the myftical Eye- s 
Salve , will- not only be a moft ftupendous 
Miracle, but a Proof of Jefus * s MejJiah- 
Jhip beyond all contradi&ion, in as much 
as by fuch an opening of the Eyes of our, 
Underftandings, which have been hitherto 
dark, we (hall fee, how he is the Ac* 
compliftunent of the Law and the Pro- 
phets. And fo I pafs to a 

io. Tenth 
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io. Tenth Miracle of Jefus, viz. (27) 

That- of his turning Water into Wine , at 
a Marriage in Cana of Galilee. This 
is call’d the beginning of Jefuss Mira- 
cles •, but whether it is to be underftood 
of the First of his whole Life, or of the 
Firjl that he wrought in Cana of Galilee , 
is not agreed amongft Divines. I fhali 
not enter into the Difpute, which as it 
is of no Confequence to my Caufe in 
hand j fo I (hall pafs it by, and not 
urge any Arguments for or againft either : 
fide of it. 

Tho I would not for the World be 
fo impious and profane as to believe, 
what is contain’d and imply’d in the 
Letter of this Story •, yet 1 am (till too 
grave to handle it as ludicroufly as I 
ought ^ and it is now againft the Grain, / 
that I write fo freely as I lhall againft 
it, being unwilling, not only to put the 
Clergy out of all Temper, but, to give 
Scoffers and Infidels fo great an Advan- 
tage againft their Miniftry of the Letter. 
Some may wonder that I, who have 
gone fo far in the ludicrous difplay of 
the grofs Abfurdities of fome other Mi- 
racles; ftiould boggle at this. But to b? 
ingenuous, and fpeak the Truth fincerely, 

• ( 17 ) John ii, 

} am , 
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I am (fill a Chriftian (for all what 
the Bijhop of St. David’s, (28) Arch' 
deacon Stubbs , and others would make of 
me) upon the Principles of the Fathers, 
and have a greater Veneration for the 
Perfon of the Holy Jefus , than to he for- 
ward to make fuch fport with him, his Mo- 
ther, and his Difciples, as this Story affords 
Scope for. And if it was not for the ne- 
ceffity of turning the Clergy ' s Heads to the 
Confideration of Myfterys, this Miracle 
* fhouid have been pafs’d by in filence. 

There were fome antiently, whom St. 
Chryfoflom (29) writes of, whether Jews, 
Gentiles, or Hereticks , I know not, who 
took great offence at the Story of this 
Wedding, accounting it, from what is re- 
lated in St. John , as a riotous Feaft, 
and that Jefus and his Mother, and his 
Difciples, not only bore a part in the 
Revellings, but were moft to blame for 
them i or he fhouid not have countenanced , 
them with his Prefence, much lefs pro- 
moted them, by the Change of a large 
quantity of Water into Wine for the ufe 
of a Company, who were already drunk 

x - > . • . . • ■ '* • ■ . «*■*#• 

(7%) See bis Speech in Convocatitn, printed in the Poll- 
Bay cf Match the 30 tb. 

(29) Rurfus hoc in loco calumniantur nonnulli hilec 
ebrioforum fuifle Con ven turn, Cfc. In Loc. Johan. 

5 , With 
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with it. But I, with St. Chryfofiom, am 
inclined to believe, that, if jefus did 
grace this Wedding with his Prefence, 
there was no Excefs encouraged, or fo 
much as fuffer’d at it. If he did accept 
of the Invitation of the Bridegroom, it 
was for an opportunity, not fo much to 
turn Water into Wine y as to make a pro- 
per Difcourfe to the People of conjugal 
Duties ; and, as he was a fearcher of the 
Hearts, fecretly to admonilh the Married 
of the Sin and Mifchief of Adultery; 
tho we read not of a feafonable and good 
Word fpoken at it. 

And the Emprefs Eudocia, a nurfing 
Mother of the Church, has given us a 
Poetical, and I hope a fi&itious Defcrip- 
tion of this Wedding. She makes a 
fumptuous and voluptuous Feaft of it; 
and writes (30) of Mujtck and Dancing 
in abundance, enough to make us think 
of fuch Mirth and Paftime here, as was 
unbecoming of a Company of Saints to 
be prefent at. Whether it was, that this 

C30) Pueri aut Saltatores volutabantur, inhisautem 
Tibiz, Lyrzque Vocem halebar.t. Mulieres autem 
Cantum accipientes, volvebantur per medias 
Quxcunque optimatum erant uxores atque filiar. 

1 11 1 vero ad Saltationem & defidcrabilem Cantum 
Converfi dele&abantur, &c. 

In Homer o Centiv. 

E Emprcfty 
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: Emprefs , being only accuftom’d to the 
ExcdTes of a Court, could form no mea- 
ner Conceptions of a Country Wedding \ 
or whether fhe had any extra-fcriptural 
Authority for what the writ, I know not : 

But I believe, that, if Jefus was at all at 
a Marriage-Feaft, the whole was conduc- 
ed with Decency, Order, and Sobriety j 
and if he there wrought any Miracle, it. 
was to manifeft his Glory, to the Con- 
verfion of fome, and Confirmation of the 
Faith of others. 

And our Tranjlators of the Bible too 
have given occafion to fufped fome- 
what of Excefs at this Wedding j or 
they need not have made the Waterpots 
to hold two or three Firkins apiece. If 
I had been the .Tranflator, they fhould 
not have held above two or three Pints 
apiece, which Meafure is as agreeable tQ 
the Original as Firkin ^ neither can I 
imagine, that Jefus -, if he did convert . 
Water into Wine, would do it in fo 
large a Meafure, for fear of an intemper 
rate abufe of it, but only gave the Com- 
pany a caft of his miraculous Power, 
and a little taftc of his Love and Good- 
will to them. i 

Such are the Conceptions, that, to the 
Honour of Jefus , I am willing to forgi 
of this Wedding } and wilh that the 
- - ‘ . Lettej 
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Letter of the Story did fuggeft no worfe 
Thoughts of it to us. I fliould be pleas’d, 
if no Infidel really could, what I, but , 
for the fake of the Myflery moft un- 
willingly fhould, write any ludicrous 
Defcants on it. But if this Story had 
been related of Apollonius Tyan&us , as 
it is of our Jefus , I would have ridi- 
cul’d and fdtiriz’d it to the utmoft of 
iny Power, and have render’d him and 
his Difciples of all Nations, a3 contemp- 
tible as I could, for the Belief of it } 
and I don’t doubt, but our Chriftian. 
Priefls would have given me ample Prai- 
fes and Commendations for fo doing. It 
is faid of Apollonius , that for the Enter- 
tainment of his Friends, he commanded 
variety of nice Dilhes of Mear, together 
with Bowls of choiceft Wine, all on a 
fudden to defcend upon his Table and 
range theinfelves in good Order. Whe- 
ther there was any Truth in this Mira- 
cle of Apollonius , is not the Queftion; 
but Mr. Chandler (31) could fee a Fault 
in it, (tho none in Jefus s Wine at this 
Wedding) as if it was done for the Plea- 
fure of luxurious Appetites, tho we read 
of no Intemperance at it, which can’t be 

faid of the Wedding-Feafi: before us. Our 

■» v - ? ■ * » . 

(}i) Vindication of the Chriftian Religion, p. 82. 

•» _ 

. , E 2 Divines 
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Divines I fuppofe, no more than myfelf, 
believe any thing of the faid Miracle in 
Apollonius } but, if it was really wrought, 

I fancy, I could have lampoon’d him for 
it, and would have made it a diabolical 
Work, like that, as Fables go, of the 
Feaftings of Wizards and Witches } and 
our Divines ( palling by Jefus's Wine 
here) would readily, as tltey ' are Be- , 
lievers of the Storys of Witchcraft, have 
(truck in with me. 

But fetting afide that miraculous Story 
of Apollonius , which has but one V oucher *, 
the Cafe before us is Jefus’s turning Wa- 
ter into Wine for the ufe of Men, who 
had before well drank . How (hall I 

force Nature and Faith to ridicule this 
Story > How (hall I lay afide that pro- 
found Veneration for the Holy Jefus, 
which Converfation with the Fathers, 
more than the Prejudice of Education 
has begotten in me, and ludicroufiy here 
treat him and his Miracle too, as is in- 
cumbent upon me, to make way for th9 
My fiery ? In fhor’t, I cant do it, in my 
own Name ^ but having met with a fati- 
rical Inveftive of a fuppofed Jewiih Rabbi 
to this purpofe, I here publifli it, that 
our Clergy , as well as myfelf, may 

think of an Anfwer to it, and fo pre- 
vent that Mifchief it may do by being 
r handed 
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handed about among Jews and Infidels^ 
in Manufcript. It is as follows j 

“ You Chriftians pay Adoration to 
u Jefus , whom you believe to be a di- 
“ vine Author of Religion, fent of God 
“ for the Inftrudion, Reformation and 
“ Salvation of Mankind } and what in- 
“ duces you to this Belief of him, is, 
(befides fome obfcure Prophecies, which. 
“ you can’t agree upon, and which nei- 
u ther your felves, nor any body elfe 
“ understands the Application of) the 
H Hiftory of his Miracles: But 1 won- 
** der, you Ihould have a good opinion 
“ of him for his Miracles* which, if he 
“ wrought no better than what are re- 
“ corded of him, by your Evangelijls y 
lt are, if duly confider’d, enough to a- 
‘‘ lienate your Hearts from him. I can’t 
“ fpare time now to examine into all of 
“ them, but according to the curfory 
“ Obfervation' I made on them, there 
“ is not one fo well circumftanced, as to 
■** merit a confiderate Man’s belief, that 
“ it was the Work of an omnipotent, 
** all-wife, juft: and good Agent. Some 
“ of them are abfurd Tales, others foo- 
“ lifti Fads, others unjuft Actions, others 
“ ludicrous Pranks, others jugling Tricks, 
others magical Enchantments ; and if 

“ many 
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«« many of them had been better and 
*• greater Operations than they are, and 
“ of a more ufeful and ftupendous na- 
** ture than they feem to be } yet the 
44 firft Miracle that he wrought, viz* 

** that of his turning Water into Wine 
at an extravagant and voluptuous Wed- 
“ ding in Cana of Galilee, is enough to 
. “ turn our Stomachs againft all the reft. 

** It is in itfelf enough to beget in us 
44 an ill opinion of Jefus, and to prepolfefs 
«* us with an averlion to his Religion, 

•* without farther Examination into it. 

“ It is enough to make us fufpeft his o- 
44 ther Miracles, of what name foever, 

** to be of a bafe, magical, and diaboli- 
41 cal Extra&ion ; or he had never fet 
“ up for a divine worker of Miracles 
44 with fo ill a grace. Would any fo- 
44 ber, grave, ferious and divine Perfon, 

44 as you Chriftians fuppofe Jefus to have 
“ been, have vouchfaf’d his Prefence at 
tc a Wedding, where fuch Levities, Di- , 
44 verfions and Excefles (in our Nation of 
the Jews, as well as in all others) 
were indulg’d on fuch Occafions, as 
4< were not tit to be feen, much lefs 
44 countenanc’d by the Saint, you would 
“ make of him. If your Jefus, hisMo- 
4t ther, and his Difcples had not been 
** merry Folks in thetnfelves, they would 

“ have 
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»* have declined the Invitation of tho 
“ Bridegroom \ nay, if they had been at 
<* all graver and more ferious People 
than ordinary, no Invitation had been 
“ given to fucli Spoil-Sports : But boon 
“ Companions they were, and of comi- 
“ cal Convention, or there had been 
“ at a Wedding no Room for them. You 
** Chriftians may fancy, what you pleafe, 
of Jefus and his Mother’s Saintlhip^ 

“ but the very Text of the Story im- , 
•» plies, they were Lovers of good Fel- 
4 ‘ low {hip and Excefs too, upon occa- 
“ fion ^ or he had never, upon her Inti-' 

‘ c mation, turn’d fo large a quantity of 
Water into Wine, after all or raoft of 
“ the Company were far gone with it. 
You may fuppofe, if you pleafe, that 
‘‘ all were fober, and none intoxicated, 
f c and that the want of Wine pro- 
f* ceeded from the abundance of Com- 
pany, rather than excefs in drinking \ 

*.* but why then did John the Evange- 
* lift ufe the word ndvdaei, which im- 
. f c plies, they were more than half feas 
over ? And if Jefus and his Mother 
had not both a mind to top them upj 
« 4 the one would not have requefted, nor 
f* the other have granted a Miracle to 
“ that purpofe. Whether Jefus and his 
f‘ Mother themfelves were at all cut , as 

** tyertf 
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“ were others of the Company, is not 
“ fo certain. She might be an abftemi- 
•* ous Dame for ought we know j tho if 
“ old Stories are true of her familiarity 
«* with a Soldier , of whom came her 
o chara Deim Soboles, in all probabi- 
«* lity Ihe would take a Dram and a Bot- 
•* tie too. But it looks as if Jefus him- 
“ felf was a little in for’t, or he had 
“ never fpoke fo wafpifhly and fnap- 
«4 pifhly to his Mother, faying. Woman , 
*« what bavt I to do with thee? mine 
« Hour is not yet come .• which was ve- 
ry unbecoming of a dutiful Son, who, 
<• excepting when he ran away from 
his Parents, and put them to (32) 
** Sorrow and Trouble to look him up, 
was, and is (till in Heaven, fay the Ro- 
man Catholicks , a moft obedient Child. 
" You modern Chriftians may put what 
«* Conftruftion you can upon the words 
4 * above of Jefus to his Mother, to falve 
* 4 his Credit j but the Fathers of your 
4< Church (33) confefs them to be a (harp 
and furLy Reply to her, which, if it 
‘‘ did not proceed from the natural bad- 

(■ 32 ) Luke in 4.3. f 

(33) Chrifttis afperius refpofldit, quid tibi & mihi, 
Mulier ? St. Cbrijfofl, in Lot. Johan. Vidp tS Tbtefhy- 
1*8. in Lot. 

u nefs 
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“ nefs of his Temper, derived, ex traduce , 
u from his fuppofed Father, yet was 
** certainly the effect of Drinking^ and 
“ that’s the more likely, becaufe it is 
“ a broken and witlefs Sentence, fuch as 
“ Fuddle caps utter by halves, when the 
Wine's in , and the Wit's out. Your 
‘‘ modern Commentators are fadly puz- 
“ led to make good Senfe of this bro- 
ken and abrupt Sentence of Jefus , and 
“ a pertinent Reply of it, to what his 
u Mother faid to him, they have no 
'Wine : If you will bear with me, I’ll 
help you out. at this dead lift, and 
“ give you the true meaning of it thus* 
u Jefush Mother being apprifed of a de- 
K ficiency of Wine, and willing, as well 
iC as the Bridegroom , that the Company 
“ fhould be thorowly merry before they 
“ parted, intimates to her Son, (whom 
“ lhe knew to be initiated in the My- 
“ fiery s of Bacchus ) that they had no 
, <* Wine : But before fhe could finifh her 
Requeft to him, He, miftaking her 
“ meaning, imagines, fhe was cautioning 
“ him againfl drinking more Wine, and 
u exhorting him to go home, where- 
“ upon he takes her up fhort and quick, 
“ faying, Woman , what have you to do 
44 with tne? (for that too is the Englijb 
“ of the Greek) I’ll not be interrupted 

F * in 
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“ in my Cups, nor break Company j 
“ for mine Hour is not yet come to de- 
“ part : But after he rightly apprehend- 
“ cd her, he goes to work, and rather 
** than the Company Ihould want their 
fill, by trick of Art, like a Punch - 
maker, meliorates Water into what they 
“ call’d Wine. That this is the obvious 
Interpretation, and natural Paraphrafe" 

“ of the Words before us, lhall be try’d 
" by the abfurd Comments now-a-days 
‘‘ put upon them, that are enough to make 
<c a confiderate Man laugh, if not hifs at 
“ them. 

Some antient Hereticks (34), very 
“ gravely infer’d from this Kxpreflion, 

“ Woman , what have 1 to do with thee , 

“ that Mary was neither a Virgin, nor 
Jef ’is her Son, or he had never ac- 
colled her with fuch blunt Language, 
that implys, they could not be fo a- 
“ kin to each other. This was a per- 
“ plexity to St. Augit (l in , and gave him 
fame trouble to explain the Expref- • 
<4 fion, confiflcntly with her Virginity * 
“ (for all flie cohabited with the old Car- 
“ penter) and his Filiation. But this 
c being a quibble, that has been long 
fince dropt, I fliall not revive, nor in- 

C j4.J Vide Sarftum Auguftin'.itr. In Lee, John. 

- - ; ‘‘fill 
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M fid on it. But that the Expreffion 

Ct above do’s fuppofe. a Jittle Inebriation 
“ in Jefus , I may averr, neither is 
“ there a better Solution to be made of 
“ it. 

‘ l The Fathers of your Church, be- 
‘‘ ing fenfible of the abfurdity, abrupt- 
“ nefs, impertinence, pertnefs, and fenflef- 
“ nefs of the Palfage before us accord- 
“ ing to the Letter, had recourfe, to 
“ a myftifal and allegorical Interpreta- 
“ tion, as the only way to make it con- 
“ fiftent with the Wifdom, Sobriety and 
“ Duty of the Holy Jefus . But you 
“ Moderns , abandoning Allegories and 
“ Myfleries on Miracles, have endea- 
vour’d, I fay, to put other Conftruc- 
“ tions upon it, as may comport with • 
<e the Letter and Credit of Jefus : But 
“ how infipid and fenflefs they are, 

“ I appeal to a reafonable Man, who 
“ will give himfelf the trouble to con- 
“ fuit them, upon the Place, and fave 
<c me the pains of a tedious and nau- 
“ feous Work to recount them for him. 

*„ “ But to humour the Chriftian Prieft- 
“ hood at this Day, I will fuppofe that 
<(t Jefus , and his Mother, and Difciples, 
tho Fifhertjien, to have been all fober, 
grave, and ferious at this Wedding, 
“ fuitably to the Opinion that their Fol- 

F 2 M lowers 
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(i lowers now would have us to enter- 
“tain of them. But then it is hard 
i( to conceive them, lefs than Spe&ators 
<£ and even Encouragers of Excefs and 
** Intemperance in others •, or Jefus , af- 
c - ter their more than fufficient drink- 
“ ing for their fatisfaction of Nature, 
tc had never turn’d Water into Wine, nor 
“ would his Mother have requeded him 
“ to do it, if, I fay, they had not a mind, 
a and took Pleafure in it too, to fee the 
“ Company quite Jlirch'J up. 

* “ A fober, prudent and wife Philofo- 

u pher or Magician , in the place of 
“ Jefus , if he had an Art or Power to 
turn Water into Wine, would never 
“ have exercis’d it upon fuch an occa- 
« fion •, no, not to pleafe his bed Friends, 

<c nor in obedience to the mod indul- 
“ gent Parent. W'hat would he have 
“ Paid in fuch a Cafe ? That the Com- 
tl pany had drunk fufficiently already, and 
“ there was no need of more Wine: 

“ the Bridegroom had kindly and plen- 
tifully entertain’d his Gueds, and he 
“ would not for the Honour of God, , 

* who had endow’d him with a diviqe 

“ Power, be at the Expence of a Mi- • 1 
** racle to promote the lead Intemperance. 

* Whether fuch a Speech and Refolu- 
*■ tion in Jefus y upon this occafiop. 

*. : would • 
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« would not have been more coalmen- 

* 

“ dable, than what he did, let any one 
“ judge. . - . 

vt If I was a Chriftian, I would, for 
w the Honour of Jefus, renounce this 
“ Miracle, and not magnify and extol 
it as a divine and good Ad, as many 
t£ now-a-days do. 1 would give - into, 
and contend for the Truth of that 
« Glofs, which the Gentiles of old (35) 

“ by way of Objedion put upon it, 
viz. That the Company having ex- 
“ haufied the Bridegroom's Stock of Wine, 

“ and being in Expetlation of more ' 

‘‘ Jefus, rather than the Bridegroom jhould 
‘‘ be put to the Blujb for deficiency , 

“ palm'd a falfe Miracle , by the help 
“ of the Governour of the Feafi , upon 
“ a drunken Crew j, that is , having fome 
t; fpirituous Liquors at hand , mingled 
“ them with a quantity of Water , ivhich 
“ the Governour of the Feafi vouch'd 
“ to be incomparable good Wine y mira- 
ic culoufly made by Jefus: and the Com - 
“ pany beings thro 7 a vitiated Palate, 

“ uncapable of diflinguijbing better from 
“ worfe , and of dij covering the Fraud , 

“ admired the Wine and the Miracle } 

** and applauded Jefus for it , per* 

(35? AP ud St. Chryfoftomum in Loc. Johan. 

' 

lt > hapt 
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u haps became his Difciples upon it. If 
“ I, I fay, was a Difciple of Jefius y I 
“ would , give this Story fuch an old 
“ turn for his Credit. And 1 appeal to 
“ indifferent Judges, whether fuch a daub- 
“ ing of the Miracle, to remove the Of- 
u fence of Infidels at this Day, would 
“ not be politically and wifely done of 
lt me. Whether modern Chriftians may 
* be brought into fuch a Notion of this 
•** fuppofed Miracle, I know not-, but 
really there is room enough to fufpeft 
** fuch a Fraud in it. 

u But fuppofing Jefus’s Change of 
“ Water into Wine to have been a real 
u Miracle * none commiflion’d of God 
“ for the Reformation and Inftruction 
of Mankind would ever have done it 
w here. Miracles (as Mr. Chandler (36.) 
u fays excellently well) mufl be fuch 
** things as that it is confifient with 
the PerfeBions of God y to interefl 
“ himfelf in y and again, they mufi ar - 
** gne not only the Power of God, but 
his Love to Mankind, and his Inclina- 
** tion to do them good y which this of 

J e f us K f° ^ ar f fom » that it has an 
u evill Afpecl and Tendency, as is a - 
bove reprcfented •, confequently it is 

.... . . 

•(5 Vlniicanoa of the Chriftian Kc'igit p. 82. 
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44 to be rejected, and no longer efteem’d a 
“ divine Miracle \ neither is Jefus to be 
44 received as a Revealer of God’s Will 
44 for it, as Mr. Chandler will bear me 
44 witnefs. 

“ No doubt on’t, but you Chriftian 
44 Priefts would have us Jetvs and In - 
44 fidels, to believe the whole Com- 
44 pany at this Wedding, for all what 
44 is intimated by St. John to the con- 
44 trary, to confift of fober apd demure 
4t Saints : f will fuppofe fo s' but then, 

44 what occafion had they at all for 
44 Wine ? What reafon could there be 
44 for God’s Power to interpofe and make 
' 4< it, efpecially in fo large a quantity, 

44 for them > I can conceive none. If 
44 any of the Company had been taken 
44 with fainting Fits ^ and Jefus for 
44 want of a Cordial Bottle, had created 
44 a chearing Dram or two, I could not 
44 have found fault with it j tho even 
44 here, if he had reftored the Patient 
44 with a word of his Mouth, it had 
44 been a better Miracle, than making of 
44 Wine for him : But that he fhould 
44 make for a Company of Sots, a large 
44 quantity of Wine, of no lefs, than 
44 twelve or eighteen Firkins of Englifj 
44 Meafure, enough to intoxicate the 
44 whole Town of Cana, of Galilee , is 

44 what > 

». ***-> - 
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tc what can never be accounted for by 
“ a Chriflian, who fhould, one would 
“ think, with this Story, for the Repu- 
« tation of Jefus expunged out of the 
« New Teftament. 

« Befides, if Jefus had really and mi- 
^ raculoufly made Wine, which no Power 
** or Art of Man could do, he fhould, 
«* to prevent all fufpicion of deceit in 
the Miracle, have done it without 
«« the ufe of Water. You Chriftians fay,, 
« he is the original Caufe of all Things 
a out of Nothing *, why then did he 
«« not (57) create this Wine out of no- 
«« thing? why did he not order the? 
“ Pots to be emptied of their Water, 
■«* if there was any in them, and then 
t‘ with a word of his Mouth command 
the filling them with Wine inftead of 
«* it ? Here had been an unexceptiona- 
«< ble Miracle, which no Infidels could 
<» have cavil’d at, for any thing, but the- 
<• needleffnefs of it. But this fubjed 
“ Matter of Water fpoils the Credit of 
“ the Miracle. The Water-Pots, it feems, 
« are to be fill’d, before Jefus could do 

(37; Sed quanam gratia, antequaai implerentur, non 
fecit Miraculum, quod longe fuiflet admirabilius ? Siqui- 
dem aliiid eft fubje&x Materia? qualitatem mutare, ali- 
ud ipfam fubftantiam ex nihilo facere. Chr/Jof. i* 

Lot - 
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|l the notable Feat} is riot this enough 
to make us think, that Jefus was but 
“ an artificial Punch-maker .<? Could hot 
he create Wine without Water for a 
«* Tranfmutation ? Yes, you’ll fay he 
could : what was the Reafon then, that . 
“ he did not > This is a reafohable Quef- 
“ tiomto a learned Priefthood } and a ra- 
“ tional Anfwer (hould be given to 
“ it. And a Qjaeftion too it is that 
«« heretofore has been under debate. ‘ 

“ Some faid that the Water might be 
“ ufed to abate of the (38) immenfity 
“ of the Miracle, which other wife for 
“ its greatnefs might have furpafs’d all 
* u belief. But this Reafon will not do. 

* A Miracle can’t be too great in itfelfi , 

“ if well attefted, to tranfcend Credit : 

“ but it may eafily be too little to con- % 
“ ciliate the Faith of a Free-Thinker. 
tl The Fathers of your Church fetch’d a 
“ Reafon, for the ufe of Water here, 

‘‘ from the Myftery } but fince Myfterys 
w on Miracles ate*fet afide by the Prieft- 
“ hood of this Age, they are to afiign 
“ another and good Reafon of their own j 
w or this Miracle is to be rejected , as a 
“ piece of Art and Craft in the Ope- 

(38) S*pe obeft Magnitudo, ne MiracuU crcditu Tint 
fifilio. Tbcopkylaft, in Lot. 

* • 

G « rator. 
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“ rator, if for no other Reafon than this, 
“ that Jefus ufed Water to make Wine. 

“ All that I have to fay more to this 
“ Miracle, is, that it is to be wiffi’d, if 
«• Jefus could turn Water into Wine, that 
«. he had imparted the Secret and Power 
« to his Difciples of the Friejlhood of 
“ all Ages fince, which would have been 
“ of greateft Advantage to them in this 
*» World. He has empower’d them, they 
‘‘ fay, to remit Sins, which few old 

Sinners think themfelves the lefs in 
<c danger for : And he has enabled them, 
<c fome fay, to tranfubftantiate Bread in- 
“ to Fleffi , and Wine into Blood, 
“ which none but foolifh and fuperfti- 
“ tious Folks believe they ever did: 
“ And he promifed to inveft them with 
“ a Power to do greater Miracles than 
“ himfelf, even to remove Mountains, 
“ and to curfe Trees ; but I thank God, 
“ they never were of fo ftrong a Faith, 
“ as to put it in Pra&ice, or we might 
, c ‘ have heard of the natural ftate, as well 
“ as we do now of the civil ftate of fome 
w Country s, ruin’d and overturn’d by 
“ them. But this Power to tranfmute 
“ Water into Wine, without Labour and 
“ Expence, would have been of better 
“ worth to them, than all their other 
“ Prieftly Offices. Not, that our Con- 

“ duits 
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«* duits would thereupon run with Wine, 

• e inftead of Water ; or that Wine would 
«« be cheaper and more plentiful than it 
“ is now, excepting among themfelves, 

" if they could withal curfe Vineyards. , 
«* They would make the beft Penny 
“ they could of their divine Power. 

•* And as furely as they can now fell 
“ the Water-drops of their Fingers at a 
Chriftening, at a good Rate, they would 
“ fet a better Price on their miracUloufly 
*• made Wine, and give a notable Rea- 
foil for its dearnefs, viz. that Miracles 
“ (hould not be cheap, which would bring 
a them into Contempt, and leffen the Won- 
“ der and Admiration of them.” 

So ends the Invedive of a fuppos’d 
Jewilh Rabbi againft this Miracle •, which 
our Divines , as well as myfelf, are to 
confider of an Anfwer to. Whether they 
(hall think themfelves able to anfwer the 
rational Part of it, confidently with the 
Letter, 1 know not •, but I own myfelf 
unable, and believe it impoflible for them, 
to do it : And therefore they tnuft of ne- 
ceflity go along with me to the myftical 
Interpretation of the Fathers j or this Mira- 
cle will turn to the difhonour of Jefus , 
and difidvantage of his Religion. 

G 2 Juftin 
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Juft in Martyr (39) fays, it is abfurd 
to take the Stories of the Marriages and 
Concubinages of the Patriarchs of the 
Old Teftament in a literal Senfe. And 
indeed, literally confider’d, they are fome 
of them too lufcious Tales to be related 
by divine and infpired Penmen : where- 
upon he, as well as St, Paul and Philo - 
Judeus (40), turn thefe Stories, for the 
Honour of God and Edification of his 
Church, into an Allegory. Confequently, 
if Juftin had had an occafion to fpeak 
of this Marriage before us, there’s no 
doubt on’t, but he would have made My- 
ftery of all and every Part of it. 

To the fame purpofe Origen (41) fays, 
That fince the Law is a fhadow of 
** good Things to come, and writes fome- 
* c times of Marriages and of Husbands 
tl and Wives \ we are not to underftand 
“ it of Marriages according to the Flefb, 
“ but of the fpiritual Marriage between 
‘‘ Chrifl and his Church. As for Inftance, 
“ Abraham had two Sons, &c. here we 
ought not to confine our Thoughts to 
■ft carnal Marriages, and their Offsprings *, 
but to extend them to the Myfteries 

C?9J In Dialog, cum Tryphone, p. 364. 

(qo) In Lib de Abrahamo. 

(41J In Matt. TraS, xxii. 

*A here 
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« here (ignified. And there are almoft 
** a thoufand other places in Scripture 
? about Marriages j but in every pi ice 
** ( [unufquifquc Locus caftum & divinum 
** de Nuptiis continet IntclleBum fecun- 
dum Expofitionem moral em) is to hive 
a divine, moral, and: myllical Con- 
“ ftrudion put on’t. Whoever therefore 
“ reads the Scriptures about Marriages* 
and underftands no more by them, than 
carnal Marriages j he errs, not knowing 
the Scriptures nor the Power of God.’* 
From hence may be eafily concluded, 
what was Origeii* s opinion about this Mar- 
riage in Cana of Galilee , if there were 
no other Paflages in him for a Confirma- 
tion of it. But to come clofer to the Pur-: 
pofe. 

St. Augufitn (40) fays, there is Myf- 
tery fignified in the Story of this Marriage, 
as in all Jefus' s Miracles, which it be- 
comes us to open and fearch for^ till, if 
pofiible, we are inebriated with the fpiri- 
tual and invifible Wine, that Jefus made 

• . . ’ .1 

(42) Aliquid enim & in ipfis faftis innuit nobis, puto, 
quia non fine caufa venit ad Nuptias. Excepto Mira- 
culo, aliquid in ipfo fa&o Myfterii & Sacramenti latet. 
Pulfemus ut aperict & de Vino invifibili inebriet nos* 

In Loc. Johan, 

* at ' 
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at this Feaft. And again (43) fays* Let 
us then confider the feveral Particulars of 
the Story, and what is meant by the fix 
Waterpots } and the Water that is turn’d 
i-nto Wine *, and the Governor of the 
Ecaftj and who are the Bridegroom and 
the Bride ^ and who is the Mother of 
Jefus in a Myftery \ and what is to be 
uncjerftood by the Marriage; f 
<- And again, fays St. Augujlin (44), there 
is Myftery in this Marriage; or Jefus up- 
on no invitation had gone to it. The 
Bridegroom is our Lord himfelf, to whom 
it is faid thou haft referv’d the good Wine 
of the Gofpel until now , that is, until the 
typified Time of the Celebration of this 
myfticabMarriage, which according to St. 
Auguflin (45) is to be on the fixth Age 
of the World, fignified by the fix Water- 
Pots, holding two or three Firkins apiece, 

a i r * ■/. «/ , ‘ • ■ * 

(4.3) Nihil dkemus, quid fibi velint Hydriar, quid 
Aqua ,itl Villum converfa, quid Architriclinius, quid 
Sponfus, quid Mater Jefu in Myfterio, quid ipfe Nup- 
tix ? Ibid. \ ■>, 

(44) Per hoc invitatus Dominus venit ad Nuptias, 

ut oftenderetut Sxcramcntum Nuptiarum, Illarum 

Nuptiarum Sponfus Pcrfoaam Domini figurabat, cui 
diftum eft, fervafti bonum Vinum ufque adhuc, Bonum 
Ytnutn id eft Evangelium fervafti ufque adhuc. Ibid. 

»■' ' • '• J ; . . ; . 4 " ’ * , v * , > I 

( 4 <,) Sex Hydri* funt fcx States Terriporum capientes 
Prophetiam pertinentem ad omnes gentes five in duobus 
generibus hominum, id eft, Judiis & Graccis, five in 
tribus propter Nos tres Filios. Ibid. 

that ' 
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tliat is, all Mankind,, as they are divided 
into the two forts of Jexvs and Gentiles , 
or into three , as they are , defcended of 
* the three Sons o£.Noah. , ' u 

And in another Place, the fame St. 
Augufiin interpreting this Story, fays (46) 
thus , “ Our Saviour is invited to a Mar- 
“ riage ; what can that mean but that the 
“ Holy Spirit is courted and invocated by 
“ the Church, wilhing to be efpoufed to 
“ him ? Jefus comes with his Difciples, 
tc that is, into a holy Place of a Company 
“ of Saints. Mary the Mother of our Lord 
“ figniiies to him, that they have no Witney 
“ fo the Church makes known to him, 
“ the Deficiency of the Spirit, which Hie 
“ waits for the Power of. And if Jefus 
iC calls Mary , a Woman; he means the 
“ Church, who by Transfiguration may 
“ be a Virgin, the Mother, the Spoufe of 
4< Chrift, and a Whore too.” 

- (4<S) Vocatur Salvator ad Nuptias, hoc eft, Ecdefor 

votofpiritus fanftus invocatur. Venit cum Difcipulis 

fuis, id ell, in Loco fan&o, Turba fan&orum. Mi- 
ra hilia Dei Maria Mater expe&at, hoc eft, Virtutem 
Chrifli expe&at Ecdelia —Maria ait, ecce Vina de- 
ficiant, hoc ell, Vinum Spiritus Ecclefia optat excipere. 
— — NumquidMulierem dicit Jefu Mariam, quae Virgo 
poit Padum inventa ell ? Sed Eccleliam alloquitur, qua: 
non folum Mulier, fed meretrix nuncupatur. In Ser - 
men xcii, Append. 

;> , . And 
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And again St. Augujlin explaing (47) 
what is meant by the Water, and the 
Wine that it wou’d be turn’d into, at 
the Time of the Spiritual Celebration of * 
this Marriage of Chrift with his Spoufe of 
the Church, fays plainly enough, that by 
Water is meant the Letter of the Scrip- 
tures^ and by the beft Wine is to be un- 
derftood 'fpiritual Interpretations, which 
would tranfport the under flan dings of Meii 
with divine knowledge j and warm their 
Hearts and Affedions into a fpiritual 7 n- 
ebriation } after the .fimilitude of Wine 
natural. 

St. Tbeophilus of Antioch, a moft antient 
Greek Commentator (who according to 
Bijbop Smalbroke Ihould ftridly adhere to 
the Letter) fays (48), that by this Mar- 

(47) Vinum multis Locis accipimus Scripturas San&as 
meracifliirum Vigorem cceleftis fapientix continentes, 
quibus incalefcant fcnfus & incbrientur Affe&us. Ope- 
rantc Cbrifto in Cana Galilez Vinum deficit & Vi- 
num fit, id eft. Umbra removetur & Veritas prxfenta- 
tur. Recedit Lex. Gratia fuccedit. Carnalia fpiritua- 
libus sommutantur. Bonum quidem Vinum eft vetus 
Teftamentum, fed fine fpirituali Intelleftu vanefcit in 
Litera. In Sermon xc. Append. Sed illud quod in Li- 
tera Legis aquam fapiebat, dum fpiritualiter intelligi 
fecit, aquam in Vinum convertit. In Sermon xci. Ap- 
pend. 

(48) Per Nuptias, Conjuiftionem Chrifti & Ecdefi*, 
hoc eft Vcteris & Novi Teftamenti Traditionem debe- 
mus accipere. Sponfus eft Cl.riftus. Architriclinius eft 

Mof«s. In Lot. Johan, 
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tiage is meant the Conjun&ion of Chrift 
and his Church, as is the Tradition of 
the Old and New Teflament. And that 
Jefus himfelf i3 the Bridegroom j and 
Mofes the Governor of the Feaft. * 

Other Fathers, fuch as St. Cyril, St. 
TheophylaB and St. Jerome are of the fame 
mind about the myflical Interpretation of 
this Marriage, as might be prov’d by Paf- 
fages out of them, if I had Room here to 
cite them. But I muftobferve here, that 
according to the Fathers, the Story of this 
Marriage' is but another EmblJm of the 
Marriage of the Lamb with the Bride of 
the Neiv Jerufalem , fpuken of in the Re- 
velations, to which all the Fowls of the 
Air will be invited, that is, fpiritual and 
heavenly minded Chriflians, who (49)foar 
and fly aloft in their divine and fublime 
Contemplations on the anagogical Senfe 
of the Scriptures, which will exhibit thofe 
intellectual Dainties, they are there to be 
entertain’d with. 

What I have here faid out of the Fa- 
thers to the Story of this Marriage, is 
enough to quicken our Divines to {earch 
for the like myftical Interpretation of 
the whole. The Part of it that’s mod 

(49) Volucres Coeli font ver£ purl & ad cxleftis fa- 
piencix Cogmtioncm evolare paraci. Clem. Alex. Strom. 
L, iv. ^ . 

H difficult 
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difficult to be Spiritually expounded, is 
th.it faying of Jefits to his Mother, 
Woman , what have I to do with thee l 
mine Hour is not yet . come. For the clear 
Interpretation of which, I own, 1 meet 
with little in the Fathers. But St. An- 
grift in (50) aifures us, there’s latent My- 
ftery in the words. How then fhall we 
come at it > Why, if we call away the 
Interrogation , and look upon the Sen- 
tence, as ellyptical, like an infinite num- 
ber of prophetical ones, the Senfe para- 
phrafticalfy, and agreeably to the reft of 
the Vyftery, arifes thus: In anfwer to 
the Woman of the Church’s Expe&ation 
of the Wine of the Spirit ^ Jefus will 
tell her or make her to underftand of 
what importance it is to her (and hira- 
felf) to be fupply’d with that myftical 
Wine to her Edification, which it was 
not his time to pour forth upon the 
Church, till the Celebration of his Nup- 
tials with her. 

And thus have I done with the Mi-' 
racle of Jefus ' s turning Water into Wine 
at a Marriage of Cana of Galilee. Whe- 
ther it be not an abfurd and offenfive 
Story according to the Letter, let any 

(<,o) Quid mihi & tihi eft, Miilier ? Procul dubio, 
Tratrcr, 1 jteti bi aliquid Myfto*ii. In Loc. Johan. 
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one judge. If the fuppoled Jewith Rabbi 
has forced a worfe Senfe upon it, than 
it will naturally bear, our Clergy may 
qxpoldulate with him for it, which they 
hardly will any otherwife than by Ex- 
clamations againft him, without Reifon 
and Authority. But in the in yftical Ope- 
ration cf this Miracle at the Marriage of 
Chrift with his Church, there will be 
theWifdom and Power and Gcodnefs of 
God vilible. Arid it will be a demon- 
ftration of Jefus’s Mejfiahjbip^ inasmuch 
as the Water of the Letter of the Law 
and the Prophets can’t be turn’d into the 
Wine of fpiritual Interpretations, but we 
muft difcern how he is the Accomplilher 
and Fulliller of them. And fo I pafs to 
an 

ii. Eleventh Miracle of Jefus, viz • 
(51) That of his healing a Paralytick, 
for whom the Roof of the Houfe was bro- 
ken up to let him down into the Room 
where Jefus was. 

- And this Story, (without excepting that 
of the Pool of BecbefJa ) is the mod 
monftroufly abfurd, improbable and in- 
credible of any according to the Letter. 
There is not one Miracle of Jefus fpe- 
citically related, that does not labour un- 

, • ' ♦ • * * , 

^51) Matt. ix. Mark ii. Luke v. 

Hi dec 
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der more or lefs Abfurdities, either in 
Subftance or Circumftance : But this, for 
number and greatnefs of Abfurdities, I 
think furpafles them all : And the Ab- 
furdities of it too are fo obvious and ftare 
a Man in the Face, that I wonder they 
are hither. o overlook’d } and that confi- 
derate and intelligent Perfons have not 
before now hefi fated and boggled at them. 
If lntereft had not blinded the Eyes of 
our learned Clergy , they would eafily 
have defcry’d the Incredibilities and Ab- 
furdities of this Story ^ and in another 
Impojlors Cafe prefently have pointed 
them out to the ridicule of his Admirers 
and Adorers. 

If a Man was to torture his Brains for 
the Invention of a romantick Tale of im- 
probable and furprizing Circumftances, 
that he might, withal, hope to palm for 
a Truth, if it was but for a Week or a 
Day, upon the Faith and Underfhnding 
of the Credulous ^ he could never have 
prefumed, I think, fo far upon the weak- 
nefs of their Intellects, as to imagine any 
thing fo grofly and notorioufly contradic- 
tory to Senfe and Reafon, would have 
gone down with them,' as is this before 
us, which has pafs’d currently thro’ ma- 
ny Ages of the Church, has been read 
witty attention by the Learned, and re- 
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vered by the reft of Chriftians, without 
any exception, hefitation, or doubt of 
the Trutli of it. In fhort, fo palpable is 
the iallity ot the Story of this Miracle, 
that it requires no Sagacity to detect it ; 

. and was it not for the fake of the My- 
ftery more than to expofe the FolLy of 
the Clergv in believing of it, I had never 
beftow’d the following Pains on ir. 

The People, it feems, fo prefs’d and 
throng’d about the Door of the Houfe, * 
where Jefus was, that the Para ly tick and 
his Bearers could not get near it. What 
did they fo throng and Prefsfor? Was 
it to fee Jefus, who was without Form 
and Comelinefs , according to the Prophet 
If aiah } or, who was one of the moft 
graceful of the Sons of Men, as Painters 
and Publius Lentulus do diferibe him? 
This could not be the Reafon of the 
Croud. Tho a Pcrfon extraordinary, ei- 
ther for Beauty or Deformity may at- 
tract the Eyes of the People, and oc- 
caliontooa Throng about him; yet this 
could be no Reafon for a Prefs about 
JefuSy at Capernaum , where he dwelt, 
.and was commonly feen and well known. 

Was it then to here him Preach ? 
Nor this neither. Tho an excellent 
Preacher does fometimes, and a very in- 
different one dees eftener draw multi- 
tudes . 
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tudes after him} yet Jefu /, as a Pro- 
phet, was without Honour at Capernaum , 
his own Country } confcquentiy, it is 
not to be fuppofed that, for his Doc- 
trine, he was fo much follow’d here, tho 
we read, that he preach'd the Word unto 
them. 

i Was it then to behold him working 
of Miracles and curing of the Difeafed .<? 
This is the likelieft Reafon of the Crouds * 
and Throng about him. And perhaps 
it was a Day appointed beforehand for 
his healing of the difeafed, which might 
occalion a more than ordinary Concourfe 
of the People. But then this Reafon 
would have induced the People to make 
way for the Lame , Blind , and Paraly- 
tteks to come to Jefus } or they fruftra- 
ted their own Hopes and Expectations of 
feeing Miracles wrought} and a£fed more 
unreafonably than ever Mob did, or can 
be fuppofed to do. 

But whatever was the Reafon of this 
tumultuous Crouding, which is hard to 
be accounted for } it’s faid the poor 
P aval)' tick with his Bearers could not 
get to the Door of the Houfe for the 
JPre/r, and therefore in all ha fie is he 
haul’d to the Top of the Houfe, and let 
down, thro’ a breach of the Roof, into 
the Room where Jefus was. What need 

was 
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was there of fuch hafte and pains to get 
to Jefus for a Cure? It was but wait- 
ing a while* not many Hours, and in 
all Probability the Tumult would be ap- 
peas’d, and accefs eaiilyr had to him. 

But that the Bearers of^rthe poor Man 
Ihould enterprife a trouble and difficulty 
that could not require lefs Time, than 
the Tumult could be fuppofed to laft, 
is a little ftrange and fomewhat incre- 
dible. •; .. ■ * 

St. Vbryfoftom fays (52), that the Pa - 
ralytick faw that the Market-place or 
Street was throng’d with People, who 
had obftru&ed all Paffage to the Houfe, 
where Jefus was land , yet he did not > * 
fo much asfiy to his Friends and Bea- < 
rers, What’s the Reafon of this Tu- 
“ mult ? Let’s ftay- till- it is appeas’d, 

“ and the Houfe- clear’d of the People, 

“ who ere. long will depart^ and then 
“ we (hall , privately and quietly get ad- 
“ mittance to Jefus.’’ But why did he 
not fay fo > Any one belide himfelf and 
his Bearers, if they had any Reafon and 

(52) Paralyticus repletum videret Theatrum, Aditu* 
intardul'us, Portum obfeptum, ——Non tamen dixit 
Propinquis fuis, quid hoc R.ei eft ? Expectemus, quouf-t 
que Domus evacuetur, Theatrum dimittatur, recedent, 
qui congregati funt, poterimus privalim ad ilium acce- 
dere. In Homil. de hoc Paralyt. , . 

Senfes. 
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Senfes about them, would have fo ar- 
gued. Sr. 'Cbryfoftom fays, it was their 
Faith that made them in : fucli hafte to 
get to Jefus : But I lhould have thought, 
their Faith might have work’d Patience , 
and difpofed them to ftay till Jefus could 
come out to them* or they get in to him : 
And it is an Addition to the ftrangenefs 
. and incredibility of the Story, that ‘it 
did not. 

But fuppofing this Paralytick in fuch 
Hafte and anger of Life, that he could 
nbt wait the difperlion of the Tumulrj 
but, for want of a free entrance at the 
Door, is, coft what it will, to be rais’d 
to the top of the Houfe, and a breach 
muft be there made for him. The Quef- 
tion is, whether fuch an Enterprize was 
or could be feifable and prafticable ? I have 
no Conception of the poffibility of it. If 
they could not get to the Door of the 
Houfe for the Prefs ; of confequence they 
could not come at the Sides of it. How 
(hould they > over the Heads of the Peo- 
ple > That’s not to be imagined confe- 
quently here’s another difficulty in the 
Story, that renders it yet more ftrange and 
incredible. 

But without queftioning the peffibi- 
lity and eafinefs of getting the Paraly- 
tick and his Couch over the Heads of 

the 
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the Mob, to the lides of the Houfe j thi- 
ther he is brought, where we now behold 
him and his Bearers with their Pul lies, 
Ropes, and Ladders (that were not at 
hand, nor could fuddenly be procured) 
hauling and heaving him to th6 top of 
the Houfe. Of what height the Houfe 
was, is not of much Confequence. Some 
for thr Credit of the Story may fay 
(53), it was a very low one *, tho antient 
and modern Commentators are pretty well 
agreed, that it was an upper-Room , where 
Jefus was) confequently the Houfe was 
atleaft two Stories high: But if it was 
much higher. I’ll allow that Art and 
Pullies (which they wanted for the pre- 
fent) would raife the Man and his Bed 
to the top of it: So we will not dif- 
pute nof differ upon that matter. On 
the top of the Houfe then, we are now 
to behold the Paralytick and his Bearers 
with their Hatchets and Hammers, 
# (which they forgot to bring with them, 
for they could not think of any u(e 
they Ihould have of them) uncovering 
the Roof of the Houfe j breaking up 
Tiles , Spars , and Rafters , and making a 
Hole, capacious enough for the Man and 

(53) Dicet aliquis valde dimifTam fuifle Locun, a quo 
per I egulas dtfpoiuerunt Paratytici Ledum. Jifian. Ne- 
pot. Hierof. in Loc. Luc. 
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his Bed to be let through. An odd, ftrange, 
and unaccountable Work this ,: which, if 
they had not been cunning Fellows, would 
hardly have enter’d into their Heads to 
projed. But at work they are, when- it 
was well, if Jefus and his Difciples e- 
fcaped with only a broken pate by tfte fal- 
ling of Tiles, &t\ and if the reft were 
not almoft fmother’d with the Duft \ for 
it was over their Heads that the breach' 
was made. Where was the good Man of 
the Houfe all this while? Would he 
fuffer his Houfe to be thus' broken up, 
and not command them to defift from 
their foolilh and needlefs Attempt, till 
the Mob was quell’d, and there was a free 
entrance at the Door of his Houfe , which 
could not be long firft? Is there nothing 
in all this, of difficulty and obftrudion 
in the way of the belief of this Story > 

Some modern Commentators , being a- 
ware of thefe difficulties in this Story, 
and willing to reconcile Men to the ea- 
lier belief of it, fay, as Dritfius (54) did, 
that the Houfes of Jndaa were flat- 
roof and not ridg'd : And Dodors, 
Light-Foot and IVhiteby (55) fay, there was 
• .* ■ ih'sa r i •?. : vul, / !. « i 

(<,\) Judjeorum Tecta plana erant, & non in Coni 
i'onnan faftigiata. In Loc. Luc. 

- r* i. ^ ’ v 

(<,<,) In' Lie. MareC ’ “ 

'■i:l 1 * 

t. .< 
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a Door on their flat Roofs, by which the 
Jews ufed to afcend to the top of their 
Houfes, where they difcours’d 'on the 
Law and religious Matters } and that it 
was thro’ fuch a Door, by a little wide- 
ning of the tides of it, that the Para- 
lytick was let down in the prefence of 
Jefus, To which Opinion I would y ield, 
if it was not liable to thefe Objection 5 , 
viz, that it is not reconcilable to what 
St. Luke fays, of their letting the Part- 
ly tick down thro ’ the Tiling with his 
Conchy in the midfly where jefus was \ 
nor hardly conliftent with what St. Mark 
fays, of their uncovering and breaking 
up the Roof of the Hojife : which Ex- 
preflions the Evangelists hid never ufed, 
if there had been a Door for him to de- 
fcend by. But to indulge Ligbtfoot and 
Whitby in their Notion } 1 may ask them, 
what occafion was there , then of wide- 
ning the door- way, and breaking down 
the (ides of it ? They’ll fay, becaufe the 
Palfage otherwife was too narrow, for the 
Man’s Gouch to, -get thro’. Why then 
did not they take him out of his Couch, 
and let him down in a Blanket, a Chair, 
or a Basket ? Or rather, why did not 
Jefus, to prevent this Trouble and Damage 
to the Houfe, afcend thro’ this Door, to 
the Top of it, and there fpeak the healing 

1 2 ' Word 
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Word to tills poor Man? I would not 
fay, that Jefus could not or would not 
go up to the Paralytick, for Fear of 
an Imputation of Blafphemy againft me. 

Our Divines therefore are to look for, 
what they’ll hardly find, an Anfwer to 
the faid Queftion, which will confift with 
the Wifdonj, the Goodnefsand Honour of 
Jefus ■, or here will be another and in- 
superable Bar to the Credibility of this 
+ Story. 

In (horf, there are more and greater Dif- 
ficultys affeding the Credit of this Mira- 
cle, on the fide of Jefus, than any before 
urg’d. Could not he, as it was antiently 
($6) objected, have made the Accefs to 
himfelf more eafy ? Could not he, to pre- 
vent all this Trouble and Pains of getting 
tothe Top’of the Houfe; and of breaking 
up the Roof of it, have defired or even 
forc’d the People to make way for this 
poor Man and his Bearers? This was not 
- impoflible for him to do. If it was hard 
for another-, it was not for him, who was 
omnipotent. He that, could drive his 
Tiioufinds before him out of the Temple j 
and draw as many after him into the Wil- 
dernefs, might furely, by Force or Per- 

t^S) Numqmd enim fucilsm illi potuit Aceeffum red* 
dere? dpud Cbnyfpftopi. de hoc Paraljt. 

fuafiop 
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fuafion have made the People, how unrea- 
fonably mobbiih foever, to retreat. And 
why did he not ? Without a good and fa- 
tisfadqry Amfwer, which I can’t conceive, 
to this Queftion, here is the uioft unac- 
countable and incredible part of the whole 
Story, and reflects on the Wifdom, the 
Power and Goodnefe of Jefus . if there 
had been no other abfurd Circumftances of 
it, this is enough to fpoil its Credit, fo 
far as that 1 believe it impoflible for# 
Minifters of the Letter , with all their 
Wit, Penetration and Sagacity to get o- 
yer it. 

Believe then the Story of this Miracle, 
thus taken to pieces, who can? It is fuch 
an Accumulation of Abfurdities, Improba- 
bilities, and Incredibilities, that a Man of 
the inoft eafy Faith, if he at all think, 
can’t digeft. It’s not credible, I faid, to 
fuppofe, the People of Capernaum , where 
Jefus dwelt, and was,, well known and 
little admired, would at all prefs to fee 
or hear him: And if the occafion of their 
Concourfe was to behold his Miracles } 
it is lefs reafonable to think they would 
tumultuate to their own difappointment j 
but rather make way for the difeafed, for 
the fatisfa&ion of their own Curiolity, to 
come to him : And if they did mob it 
to their own difappointment, about the 

Poor 
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Door of the Houfe^ it was next to im- 
poflible for the poor Man and his Couch 
to be heav’d over their Heads, and rais’d 
to the top of it : More unreafonable yet 
to think, the Mafter of the Houfe would 
fuft'er the Roof of it to be fo broken up: 

But molt of all againft Reafon to fup- 
pofe, Jefus would not give forth the heal- 
ing word, and prevent all this Labour, 
or by his divine Power difperfe the Peo- 
♦ pie, that the Paraljtick might have prefent 
and eafy accefs to him. 

Whether all this be not abfolutely 
Ihocking of the Credit of this Story, let 
' my Readers judge. In my Opinion, no 
Tale more monftroufly romantick can be 
„ told. 1 don’t here queftion Jefus's Power 
to heal this Paralytick, nor the miracu- 
loufncfs of the Cure of him: The trou- 
ble of that Queftion is faved me, by 
the many other incredible jCircumftances 
of the -Story, which are fuch a Contra- 
diction to Senfe and Reafon, as is not to 
be eqtiall’d, in any thing, that’s com- 
monly receiv’d and believ’d by Mankind. 

Cicero fays, that there is nothing fo ab- 
furd, which fome of the Philofophers have 
not held. And they might and did, fome 
of them, hold grofs Abfurdities. But the 
Letter of the Story of this Miracle be- 
fore us, which is the Objed of the Faith 

of 

• * / , 

^ . ■ Dicjitized.by Google 



C 6? ] 

of our learned Priefthood at this Day, is a 
match for the worft of them. 

But as abfurd, as this Story is, I ex- 
peft that our Clergy will be difgufted at 
my ludicrous difplay of it ; and that 
Arch- Deacon Stubbs in particular will a- 
gain be ready to exclaim againft me, ahd 
fay, that this is turning a miraculous 
fatty and a divine Tejlimony of our Re- 
ligion into Ridicule. Whereupon it is 
to be wifti’d, that Arch-Deacon * would * 
write what would be a Pleafure to fee/ 
a Vindication of this Story. If he can 
account for the Pofiibility and credibi- 
lyty of the Letter of it, he fhall have - 
my leave to make another dull Speech 
in Convocation againft me. And it is not 
unlikely, tut he may fay as much for 
it, as another Man : For as the Story is 
fenfelefs, fo it is the better fuited to his 
Head and Brains. But if he don’t, I 
much queftion, whether any other Cler- 
gyman of more Wit will, appear in De- 
‘fence of it. 

So abfurd is the l etter of this Story, 
that for the Honour of Jefus, and Cre- 
dibility of his “Gofpel, it is abfolutely 
neceflary to turn it into Allegory. To the 
Fathers then, let us go for their help in 
this Cafe. If they did not read me a better 
Ledure upon this Miracle/than do our t '>■ 

modern 
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modern Commentators , I fliould be aim oft 
tempted to renounce my Religion upon 
it : But a'$ they have tationally and 
rightly inftructed me in its true meaning, 
fo I retain my Chriftian Faith, and ad- 
mire the Sublimity of the My fiery, which 
I am now to give an account of. 

By this Paralyticks St. Hilary (57) 
fays, is to be underftood Mankind of aM 
Nations, which opinion tob the Fathers 
held of the Paralytick, v/lio was heal’d 
at the Pool of Bethbfda. - And by his 
Palfy is not meant any bodily Diflempcr, 
but the fpiritual Palfy oF the Soul, that 
is, as St, Ahgnjtin ^58)-' ind St.‘ Jeronie 
(59) interpret, a diffolutehefs of Morals, 
and an unfteadinefs of Faith and princi- 
ples, which is the Condition of Mankind 
at prefent, who want jefus's help for 
the Cure of it. Eufebions ' GaUicanus 
( 66 ) fays, our Saviour’s- words fignify, 

ft; 7) In Paralyttco Gtntiufn unfVSYfitas offertut rtte- 
denda,' In Lee. Matt. Of f;, . m- 1 

(58) Paralyticus poteft intelligi Anima diflohita Mem- 
bris, id eft, bonis operibus. Inter. Quxfi Evang. 

(19) Para lyfis T) pus eft Torporis, quo piger facet in 
Malitia Carnis, habens deftderium Salutis, & Terporis 
Ignavia & dtfpfis Cogitationibus^ ac ft enervatus Mem- 
bris oflendit. In Loc. Marti. 

(60) In hoc enim quod ait, remittutitur tibi Peccata, ; 
interiorem haminem, id ell, fpiritum par.yliticum efife 
demonftrat. Hoc enim non dixffle'r, ft ad Corporis lfi* 
firmitatgm refpexiffet- Non.ideo Corpus fan.uur, quia 
Anima a peccatis liberatur. In HtntiU in Dominic, xix. 
p.Ji fen tie.fi. ■ 
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that it is not a bodily but a fpi'ritual 
Difeafe here meant 1 ♦ or he had never faid 
to the Potaiytick, Son, thy Sins are for - 
giveirthei , which Words refped the in- 
ward Man, and demonftrate the Palfy here 
to be a difeafe of the Soul; 

The Marl lick of ■ the Palfy had four 
Bearers. And who ate they myftically 
in this Cafe? Why, the Fathers f6i) 
underftand by them the four Evangelifs , 
on whofe Faith and Dodrine Mankind is 
to be carry’d unto Chrift } for no Soul 
can be brought unto him, for the Sami 
tion of his Sins and Errors, but by thefe 
four . 

But to the top of the Houfe is Mankind, 
thus paralyticaily difeafed, to be carry ’d. 
by the four Evangelifts, his Bearers. And 
what then is this Houfe and its Top ? 
The Houfe of Jefus is the intelledual 
Edifice of the World, other wife call’d 
Wifdom’s Houfe, of the beautiful Build- 
ings of which the Scriptures prophetically 
* • • • • * *•**. .• / / » 

j ' 

(6i) Sedquifunt ilU quatuor, qui hunc Paralyticuin 
portant & Domino oiTerunt Per hos eaim nefcio, qui 
melius quam quatuor Evangeljftje intelligi puitiinr. Nul«- 
la enim Anima nili per illos Domino offertur, nulla Ani- 
ma nili per illorum fidem fanatur. Eufeb. GaUican. ibij. 
Sum Paralyticus, quia non operantur & immobile? font 
Vires Aninue me.r ad bonum, fed fi a quatuor Evange- 
liftis gellatus & addu&us fuero ad Dominum, tunc audiam, 
remittur.tur Peccata. Jlcophylatt. iq L:c. Marci. 
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treat : therefore to the fublitne Senfe of 
the Scriptures, call’d the lop (62) of the 
Houfe, is Man to be taken -V He is not 
to abide in the low and literal Senfe (63) 
of them, where People prefs and ftrive in 
vain to come to Jefus. But if he is taken 
to the Sublimity of the Scriptures and 
there open (64) the Houfe of Wifdom, he 
will prefently be admitted to the Prefence 
and Knowledge of Jefus, 

Venerable Bede, who is altogether a 
Tran fcriber of the Fathers, for which 
Reafon 1 cite him among the Fathers, 
fays (65), that by the Tiles of the Houfe 

' ' * * » . 

(62) Teflum Domus qua Chriftus docct, afcendendum, 
id eft, Sacra: Scripturae Sublimitas eft appetcnda. Bed * 
in Loc. Lucx. 

( 6 %) Nonutiquein Infinris exterius, qua turb* tumul- 
juantur remanendum, fed Te&um Domus, &c. Ibid. 

(64) Patefa&o T&fto, ager ad Jefum fumuiittitur, quia 
referatis Scripturarum Myfteriis, ad Notitiam Chrifti 
pervenitur. Bed* in Loc. Marti Eft Paralyfis. interior, 
ut pervenias ad Chriftum (forte enim latet Medicus & 
intU' eft. hoc eft, ifte verus Intelle&us in ScriptuHs occul- 
tuseft) exponendo quod occultum eft, aperi Te&um, & 
depone Puraliticum. duguftin. in Serm . XLVI. Sell, 
13. Impediri turbis niii Tedta id eft operta Scripturarum 
aperiat, ut per b;rc ad Notitiam Chriiti perveniat. Ejuf- 
4am in Qujtfi. 4 ta in Evangel. Lucx- 
' (65^ Etbene Domus Jefu juxta alterius Evangeliftrr Nar- 
rationem tegulis efte conte&a reperitur, quia fub contemp- 
tibili Literarum Velamine, ii adiit, qui reft ret, divina 
ipiritualis Gratia 1 Virtus invenietur. Denudatio ctenim 
Tegularum in Domo Jefu, Apcrtio eft, in militate f.i- 
terx, fenlus fpiritualfs & arcanorum corleftium. In Loc. 
Maxi. 

fpoken 
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fpoken of in Sr. Luke y is meant the Let- 
ter of the Scriptures, which is to be 
laid open for the manifestation of Chrift 
and of divine Myfleries to the healing 
of Man’s fpiritual Palfy, the unfteadi- 
nefs and dilfolutenefs of his Morals and 
Principles. 

So much, in Short, then to the myftical 
Interpretation of the Story of this Mira- 
cle. The literal Senfe of it is fo encum- 
ber’d with romantick Circumftances, as 
as arc enough to tarn a Man’s Heart a- 
gainft Chriftianity it if : But in the 
Myftery there will be a mod ftupendous 
Miracle, which will be not only an Ar- 
gument of Jefus* s divine Power, but of 
his Meffiahjhip , as certainly as his Houfe 
of Wifdom, of which the Scriptures write, 
is open’d to the Manifeftation of his Pre- 
fcnce,. and to the Cure of Mankind of his 
paralytical Difeafe, call’d an inftability of 
Faith and Principles. 

> And thus have I, in this Difcourfe ; 
taken into Examination three more of 
Jefus's Miracles y which I fubmit to the 
judgment of my Readers, whether the 
literal Story of them does not confift of 
Abfurdities, Improbabilities and Incredi- 
bilities according to the Propofition be- 
. fore us ; and whether there is not a 
neeeflity, for the Honour of Jcfus, to 
•* Ka turn 
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turn them into prophetical and parabo- 
lical Narratives, of what will be'myfte- 
riouily and mpre wonderfully . done by 

him.'/ ; : ; . .. 

My next Difcourfc,; if my mind hold, 
(hall treat; op the three Stories o f-Jefus\ 
railing of the dead, viz. of the Widow 
of Nyws, Son,; of J aims' s Daughter and 
of Lazarous ■, after which I will- give the 
literal Hiftc-ry of Chrilt’s RefurrecUdb, 
that fandy Foundation,- ; pf. the Church, a 
Review j and fo conclude my Difcourfes 
on the Miracles of our Saviour, i 

To run thro* all the Miracles of Jefui, 
and handle them ip the . manner . 1 have 
done the foregping, would be a long and 
tedions Work. But . if qur Divines (ball 
think, I hqve felecled only thofe Mira- 
cles, which are obnoxious to Cavil and 
Ridicule ; and hive omitted others, that 
literally arc ; a more unexceptionable 
Teftimony of Jefus s divine :Power, and 
Authority ^ I will, .for their Satisfa&ion, 
take more of them to Task, and . give 
the Letter of their Stories, the. like ludi- 
crous treatment. If 1 -miftake not, the 
Miracles already fpoken to, together with 
thofe of Jefus ' s railing of the dead, and 
of his own Refurreftion, are the mod 
famous and remarkable of any others: 
And according to the Obfervation I have 

l j' made 
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made on the reft, they ‘are ho lefs but ra- 
ther more liable: to Ridicule and Excep- • 
tion. But if ‘any are of a contrary Opi- 
nion, and will let me know, jvhieh in 
their .' Judgment f are more unexceptio- 
* nable Miracles, I will \ voudhfafe them 
an Examination, i atp fure there/ is not 
one Miracle which 5 the Fathers' of the 
Church did not turn into Allegory *, and 
if we don’t at tfiis Pty make! nryftical 
Operations of thptin, r they; will none of 
them, according to the Letter, fftand their 
Ground, nor hbide :the Teft of a r critical 
Inquiry into them.] ; !■ ’ :uw». d k 
I don’t exped, thit this Difcourfe Mfill 
be any more pleafing and acceptable to 
the Clergy; who are Minijlers of the Let- 
ter of Jefus's Miracles,’ as well as of the' * 
Prophecies of hijn, than any of my for- 
mer : But their: Difpleafure in the Cafe 
^ill give me no Diftiirbance, 'nor am I 
concern’d about any Refentment, they 
can make of it. If they are offended at 
thefe Difcourfesy they fhould as they came 
forth, have written folid Confutations 
of 'them,, and fo have prevented my Pub- 
lication of any more of this kind : But 
in (lead of ferious and potent Reafonings 
againft me, I have met with little elfe 
but oral Railings, Exclamations, Defa- 
mations, and attempts for Profecution^ 

% • i % ' '' * which 
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which have been fo far from terrifying 
me, that they give me a fecret Pleafure, 
and animate me to proceed in the Un- 
dertaking in hand* 

I did not much question bat the Bi - 
jhop of St .Davids, whom I look’d upon* 
as a Perfon of Ingenuity and Learning, 
would, before this Tune, have publish'd 
fomewhat in Confutation of one .or other 

V \ 

of iiy former Difcourfes. Whether he 
was not obliged to it, or to make me 
fome puhlick Reparation of the Injury 
done to my Reputation, by his flande- 
rous Sermon, I appeal now to the wor- 
fhipful Society s for Reformation of Man- 
ners j to whom, and to other Civil Ma- 
gistrates, I hope his Sermon, without 
• Reafon, will be a Caution, that no Pulpit- 
Inveclive move them to profecute or think 
the worfe of any Author. ■» <" : 

Liberty of thinking, writing and judg- 
ing for our felves in Religion is a natural, 
a Chriftian, and a proteftant Right. It is 
a Right that the Magistrates as well as the 
Subject are interfft in, and are to fee 
to the Confervation of, or their. Under- 
standings as well as their Purfes will be 
ridden and opprefs’d by an ignorant and 
tyrannical Priefthood. I urge not this 
for my own fecurity againft Profe^ution 
for Infidelity and Blafphemy, declaring 

* th^t 
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